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Tactical formation: A Libyan soldier walks 
past tanks during the „Dara‟al-Karama 2‟ 
military exercises, conducted by the Libyan 
National Army (LNA), under the command of 
Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar, in the Ras al-
Alba region in southeastern Libya on 
Saturday. 
 

 

 

 

18M. Qutub Shahi splendour 
set to shine at Cannes Film 
Festival 

                               
                      

 Hyderabad‟s Qutub Shahi 
heritage is set to gain global 

recognition as filmmaker and theatre 
revivalist Mohammad Ali Baig takes 
Deccan's history to the Cannes Film 
Festival with his debut feature film, 
Chand Tara. 

                                         

                     ,            

        औ                           
                                     
                                

                        
 The film has been selected for a trailer screening at the internationally acclaimed festival on 

Monday, according to a press release. 

                     ,                                                                    
                 

 Produced by the Qadir Ali Baig Theatre Foundation, Chand Tara is based on the legendary 
tale of 17th century courtesan Taramati and Sultan Abdullah Qutub Shah. 

                                                     17                                  औ  
                                                      

 The film marks a historic moment for Hyderabad and Telangana as the French Riviera will 
resonate with the poetry of Quli Qutub Shah, including the famed Piya Baaj Piyaala. 

                  औ                                                                          
       ,                                        ,          

 Describing the film as “an ode to womanhood”, Mr. Baig, a Padma Shri awardee, said the 
story draws inspiration from the life of Taramati and the historical works of theatre icon Qadir 
Ali Baig. 
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         “                ”                                                                   
     औ                                                                             

 Actors Anupam Kher and Mohan Agashe play key roles, while music composer Karthik 
Ilaiyaraaja has composed the music. 

                   औ                                      ,                                
                        

 Singers Lucky Ali and Vasundhara Das have lent their voices to the project. 

              औ                                                     
 Ranjana Srivastava essays the role of Taramati, while Mohammad Ali Baig portrays 

Sultan Abdullah Qutub Shah. 

                                            ,                                                 

                     

 

GS Paper 1: History 18 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
18M Return of Chola-era copper plates should spark efforts for further repatriations, say 

Indian archaeologists 

                                                                        ,                       
    

18M Nalanda University revives ancient debate tradition 

                                -                              
18M QUIZ 

 

 
 

All in the game: People catching fish with willow wicker 
baskets during a festival at Panzath Nag in Kulgam, 
Kashmir on Sunday. Every May, hundreds of people 
take to the water to fish and to clean the spring, 
restoring the waterbody ahead of the paddy harvest. 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
 

 
 

18M. Return of Chola-era copper plates should spark efforts for further 

repatriations, say Indian archaeologists 

                                                                        ,        

                   

 The return of the Chola-era Anaimangalam copper plates charter from the Netherlands 

this week marks a watershed event in the history of the repatriation of India‟s invaluable 
bronzes, stone sculptures, and carved temple pilasters, according to historians and 
archaeologists. 

            औ                       ,                                               

                                           ,                 औ                           
                                        

 The artefacts, which have been in the possession of Leiden University for almost two 
centuries and are popularly known as the Leiden copper plates, were presented in a 
ceremony at The Hague on Saturday, in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Dutch counterpart, Rob Jetten. 

              ,                                                   औ                      

                            ,                                                        औ       
ड                                           
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 “This is the first time that the Chola-period copper plates are being brought back to India,” 
said V. Vedachalam, an archaeologist who specialises in the Pandya, the Pallava and the 
Chola copper plate charters, welcoming the development. 

      ,      औ                                           .                         
                  , “                                                          ” 

 “We should make efforts to bring back the Velvikkudi copper plates issued by the Pandya 
ruler Parantaka Nedunchadaiyan (regnal years 765-815 CE) from the British Museum, 
London, to Tamil Nadu,” he added. 

               , “                                 (765-815     )                              
                ,               ड                               ” 

 „Enduring history‟ 

 „            ‟ 

 Former Tamil Nadu Archaeology Minister Thangam Thenarasu, who is also a scholar of 
Chola history, said the Anaimangalam copper plate inscriptions were “enduring records 
of Tamil history, culture, and the grandeur of the Chola era”. 

       ड                       औ                                                         

             “           ,         औ                                   ”     
  “One of the most important copper plates of Raja Raja Chola I (regnal years 985-1014 CE) 

is from Anaimangalam near Nagapattinam.” 

 “                  (985-1014     )                                                        

                ” 
 The plates recorded Raja Raja Chola I‟s gift of land at Anaimangalam village to a Buddha 

vihara, he had said. 

                                                                                            
                         

 This vihara was built by the king Sri Mara Vijayotunga Varman of Java in the name of his 
father Sri Chudamani Varman, and so was called the Chulamanivarma Vihara. 

                                                                                              , 
                                    

  “The plates are an interesting example of how a Saivite king helped in building a Buddha 
vihara,” Nagaswamy said, according to an article published in The Hindu on December 25, 

2009. 

 25        2009                                                       , “                   
                                                                            ” 

 While Raja Raja Chola I gave the order for building the Buddha vihara, it was his son 
Rajendra Chola I (regnal years 1014-1044 CE), who implemented the command. 

                                                                  ,                          

    (1014-1044     )                          
 This is mentioned in the larger Leiden plates, Dr. Vedachalam said. 

 ड .                                                             
 The Chulamanivarma Vihara was also called the Raja Raja Cholan Perumpalli (or the big 

vihara), during the time of Rajendra Chola I. 

                                                                     (               )    
             

 “The Leiden copper plates are a complete set of 21 large plates and three small plates.” 

 “   ड         21     औ                                  ” 
 “The large plates were committed to writing by Rajendra Chola I in five Sanskrit plates and 

16 Tamil plates, honouring his father Raja Raja‟s oral commitment,” says K. Kirubanidhi in 
the book titled Epic saga of the Cholas: Their art, temples and heritage. 
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   .                         Epic saga of the Cholas: Their art, temples and heritage    
       , “                                           औ  16                       ,       
                                                        ” 

 “The small plates in Tamil, later given effect to by Kulottunga Chola I (regnal years 1070-

1120 CE), talk about the additional grants made to the sangha associated with the vihara in 
Nagapattinam,” Mr. Kirubanidhi wrote. 

                     , “                       ,                               (1070-1120 

    )               ,                                                                        
   ” 

 Dr. Vedachalam added that two emissaries from the Javanese kingdom appealed to 
Kulottunga Chola I to ensure the implementation of Raja Raja Chola I‟s order. 

 ड .                                                                                             

                            
 Kulottunga not only gave them that assurance but made a grant of 4,500 kalam of paddy plus 

land to the Chulamanivarma Vihara. 

                                                              4,500         औ          
                

 This was in addition to Raja Raja Chola I‟s grant of 8,943 kalam of paddy. 

                                   8,943                                  

Chola insignia 

             

 The Leiden plates were strung together by a ring bearing the royal insignia of the Chola 
dynasty. 

                                                                            
 These included a tiger, the royal emblem of the Cholas, the two fish of the Pandyas, the bow 

of the Cheras, two chamaras, the royal parasol, lamps, and a swastika. 

                         ,                     ,             ,        ,      ,      औ  
                 

 The inclusion of the two fish and the bow signified that the Cholas had defeated the Pandyas 
and the Cheras. 

           औ                                                         औ                      
    

 The bigger Leiden plates carry the word “Anaimangalam” in Tamil on the royal emblem, and 
a short sloka in Sanskrit in praise of Rajendra Chola I, Dr. 

Vedachalam said. 

 ड .                                                           
“         ”              औ                                      
                          

 The small plates carry a brief sloka lauding Kulottunga 
Chola I. 

                                                                   

 

18M. Nalanda University revives ancient debate 
tradition 
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                                -                              

 Bihar‟s Nalanda University has formally integrated the ancient Indian tradition of 
Śāstrārtha, a historical form of philosophical, religious, and intellectual debate, by including it 

in the programme for the University‟s third convocation being held this week. 

                                                                                             

                                                           औ                             , 
          ,        औ            -                              

 The initiative, called „Śāstrārtha 2026‟, is a platform for dissertation defence and scholarly 
debate spread over two days, on May 17 and 18. 

 „        2026‟                              औ                -               ,    17 औ  18 

 ई                                      
 Over the course of two days, the University is hosting 23 thematic Śāstrārtha panels 

spanning Buddhist Studies, Hindu Studies, Archaeology, Ecology, International 
Relations, Sustainable Development, Literature, and Philosophy. 

                                 23                                          ,            

     ,            ,        ,            ,                 ,          ,        औ           

                    

18M. QUIZ 

 At which historic 1928 meeting was the word 
“Socialist” formally added to the Hindustan Republican 
Association‟s name? 

Answer 

 The September 8–9, 1928 meeting at Feroz 

Shah Kotla, Delhi. 

 The secret meeting held at Feroz Shah Kotla in 
Delhi on 8–9 September 1928 transformed the 
Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) into the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA).  

 Revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh and 
Chandrasekhar Azad added the word “Socialist” to 

reflect their commitment to social and economic equality 

along with political freedom. 

 After the reorganisation of the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) in 1928, 
Sukhdev Thapar was appointed as the Organisational 

Secretary for Punjab.  

 The fatal lathi-charge injuries suffered by Lala Lajpat Rai during protests against the Simon 
Commission in 1928. 

 The brutal lathi-charge on Lala Lajpat Rai during the anti-Simon Commission protest in 

Lahore on 30 October 1928 deeply influenced HSRA revolutionaries. Rai later died from his 
injuries, which convinced many young revolutionaries that peaceful constitutional methods 
alone could not challenge British repression effectively.  
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 The official title of the famous Lahore Conspiracy Case was “Crown vs. Sukhdev and 
Others.” The case was initiated by the British colonial government against HSRA 

revolutionaries, including Sukhdev Thapar, Bhagat Singh, and Shivaram Rajguru. 

 They were accused of involvement in revolutionary activities, including the assassination of 
British police officer J.P. Saunders in 1928.  

 Sukhdev Thapar, Bhagat Singh, and Shivaram Rajguru were executed by the British 
government on 23 March 1931 in Lahore Central Jail.  

 They were sentenced to death in the Lahore Conspiracy Case for the assassination of British 
officer J.P. Saunders. 

  Their execution turned them into national martyrs and inspired millions in India‟s freedom 
struggle. Every year, 23 March is observed as Shaheed Diwas (Martyrs‟ Day) in their 

honour across India. 

GS Paper 1: Geography 18 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18M With 33 all-new crest gates, Tungabhadra dam gets a fresh lease of life 

 33                                                   

18M Drone strikes UAE‟s nuclear power plant perimeter, strains ceasefire 

                ई                                              ,                        

 

 
 

18M.  With 33 all-new crest gates, Tungabhadra dam gets a fresh lease of life 

 33                                                   

 When Crest Gate no. 19 of the Tungabhadra dam near Hosapete, Karnataka, was washed 
away on August 10, 2024, it triggered panic among lakhs of farmers dependent on the 
reservoir for irrigation. 

                                                                 19 10      2024          , 
                                                              

 The massive reservoir, considered the lifeline of north Karnataka and parts of Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana, was then brimming with 105.788 tmcft of water at the Full 
Reservoir Level (FRL) of 1,633 feet. 

             औ                                                                         

             1,633                       (FRL)    105.788                            

    
 The project also involved the replacement of 68 lifting chains and 100 bevel gear units. 

                68             औ  100                                           
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18M. Drone strikes UAE‟s nuclear power plant perimeter, strains ceasefire 

                ई                                              ,                        

 The $20-billion Barakah plant, built with South Korean support and operational since 2020, 

is the first commercial nuclear power plant in the Arab world. 

                             20                         ,    2020           ,               
                                    

 A drone strike targeted the United Arab Emirates‟ Barakah nuclear power plant on 

Sunday, setting an electrical generator ablaze on its perimeter and again straining the shaky 
ceasefire in the Iran war. 

                                                                                       , 
                                                      औ                                

                    
 However, suspicion immediately fell on Iran, which has been increasingly threatening the 

UAE over recent days as the country hosted Israeli Iron Dome missile defences and troops 

during the war. 

        ,             ई          ,                                                                

                                       औ                  
 The attack comes as Iran still has a chokehold on the Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway 

where a fifth of the world‟s oil and natural gas passed through before the war, disrupting 
global energy supplies. 

                                                                            ,       

                                                                      औ                       , 
                                        



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
0 

 U.S. President Donald Trump has suggested hostilities could resume, and Iranian state 
television has repeatedly aired segments with anchors holding Kalashnikov-style rifles in 
an effort to prepare the public for war. 

                                                                        , औ               
                                                                                           

         ,                                             
 Meanwhile, fire exchanges between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon have been rising in 

recent days as well, threatening a separate ceasefire there. 

       ,                                 औ                                       ,            
                                       

 The $20 billion Barakah nuclear power plant was built by the UAE with the help of South 
Korea and went online in 2020. 

 20                                                                             औ     2020 

             
 It is the first and only nuclear power plant on the Arabian Peninsula and can provide a quarter 

of all the energy needs in the UAE. 

                        औ                             औ                              -

                             
 It is also the first commercial nuclear power plant in the Arab world. 

                                                         
GS Paper II: Polity 18 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18M Ordinance increases number of SC judges to 37 

                                             37     ई 

18M Shah to chair Central Zonal Council meet in Bastar 

                                                        
18M One-horse races are no triumph for democracy 

                                       
18M Voting patterns of government employees in recent elections 
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18M.  Ordinance increases number of SC judges to 37 

                                             37     ई 

 President Droupadi Murmu has promulgated an ordinance, which will be taken up by 
Parliament when it convenes; the move is a step towards tiding over crisis of pendency of 
cases plaguing the court; current backlog of cases stands at over 93,000, which is 

threatening to reach six figures rapidly even as the court goes into summer recess in June. 

                                               ,                                             ;    

                                                                                         ; 
                             93,000           ,                                            
                                                      

 The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Ordinance, 2026, has been 
promulgated in accordance with the powers of the President under Article 123 of the 

Constitution. 

            (                  )               , 2026                    123                

                                      
 The ordinance will be placed in both Houses of Parliament when it convenes. 

                                                                      
 It will cease to operate if six weeks expire without any resolution passed on it after the 

reassembly of Parliament or if resolutions are passed in both Houses of Parliament 
disapproving the ordinance. 

                                                                                            
                                                                       ,               

                  

 The ordinance has amended Section 2 of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 
1956 to replace the word “thirty-three” with “thirty-seven”. 

                       (                  )        , 1956         2    “     ”        “     ” 

                         
 The promulgation has happened nearly two weeks after the Union Cabinet approved the 

proposal to increase the number of Supreme Court judges. 

                                                                                                   
                                    

 With the ordinance in place, the total sanctioned judicial strength in the Supreme Court, 
including the Chief Justice of India, will rise from 34 to 38. 

                         ,                                                                  
34         38           

 Parliament had last amended Section 2 of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 
1956 in 2019, raising the sanctioned strength from 30 to 33, excluding the Chief Justice of 

India. 

                   2019               (                  )        , 1956         2           

       ,                                                   30          33           
 The Framers of the Constitution had originally in Article 124(1) envisaged a Supreme Court 

consisting of the Chief Justice of India and “not more than seven judges” until “Parliament by 
law prescribes a larger number”. 

                                        124(1)                          औ  “                 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
2 

         ”                                  ,          “                                      

      ” 
 The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act 1956, as originally enacted, provided for the 

maximum number of judges (excluding the CJI) to be 10. 

                                  (                  )         1956                 
             (                      ) 10                    

 This number was increased to 13 by the Supreme Court (Number of Judges), 
Amendment Act, 1960, and to 17 by another amendment to the law. 

                        (                  )               , 1960             13      
    औ                             17           

 The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Act, 1986, augmented 

the strength of the Supreme Court judges from 17 to 25, excluding the CJI. 

            (                  )               , 1986                                 

                           17          25        
 Subsequently, a fresh amendment in 2009 further augmented the strength of top 

court judges from 25 to 30. 

          2009                                                        25          30 

          
 This was followed by the previous amendment in 2019. 

          2019                           

 

18M.  Shah to chair Central Zonal Council meet in Bastar 

                                                       

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah arrived in Raipur on Sunday on a three-day 
visit to Chhattisgarh during which he will attend a series of programmes and chair a 
meeting of the Central Zonal Council in Bastar region. 

                                                                             ,            

                    औ                                                         
 It is Mr. Shah‟s first visit to Chhattisgarh after the State was declared free from 

Maoists on March 31. 

 31                                                                                
              

 On Tuesday, the Union Home Minister will chair the meeting of the Central 
Zonal Council in Jagdalpur from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., which will be attended by the Chief 
Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh. 

                                11              2                                        
                    ,               ,         ,         औ                           
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18M. One-horse races are no triumph for democracy 

                                       

 Section 53(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, provides for “unopposed” 
winners, which means that competition takes place only when enough players enter the fray. 

                    , 1951         53(3) “        ”                           ,           
                                                           

 Going by the economic logic of competition breeding efficiency, it would be reasonable to 
expect political parties to refine their policies as opponents always look to highlight failures. 

                                                  ,                                        

                          ,                                                              
 Political scientist Robert Dahl referred to a system with high participation but low 

contestation (like one-party States with high voter turnout) as a “plebiscitary autocracy” 

rather than a true democracy. 

                                                                            (               

             -         )                           “                    ”         
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 Neither at the end of the Bihar SIR nor for the States in the second round has the ECI 

released figures on the “ineligible” electors weeded out for not meeting the eligibility 
conditions under Article 326. 

           SIR              औ                                 ECI       “     ”             
                                326                                                

 

18M. Voting patterns of government employees in recent elections 

                                                 

 The Election Commission (EC) allows postal ballots for certain sections of voters, 

including government employees who are on poll duty, those who are serving in the armed 
forces, elders aged 85 years or above and persons with disabilities. 

             (EC)                                  (           )                       , 
                                         ,                         , 85                  
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GS Paper II: Governance 18 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18M In Bihar, a plate of woe 

         ,                
18M NEET row: Congress ups the ante against Education Minister 

          :                                            
18M Centre defends on-screen marking system for Class 12 

            12    ऑ -                                 
 

 
 

18M.  In Bihar, a plate of woe 

         ,                
 What was earlier the six-days-a-week midday meal scheme in schools was rechristened the 

Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman scheme in 2021. 

                                              ड-ड              ,      2021              
                                             

 The Poshan scheme is shared in cost by the Central and State governments in a ratio of 
60:40. 

                        औ                    60:40                               
 As of May 2026, it is running in all 38 districts of Bihar. 

    2026                    38                    
 In May 2025, a month after over 100 children had fallen sick after eating contaminated school 

food, the National Human Rights Commission issued a notice to the Bihar government 

seeking a detailed report on the matter. 

    2025   ,                             100                                           , 
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18M. NEET row: Congress ups the ante against 
Education Minister 

          :                                            

  “Then CBSE Class 12 students receiving unexpectedly low 
marks from a broken OSM (On-Screen Marking) system — many 

losing their college eligibility.” 

 “          ई     12                       (ऑ -           ) 

                                         —                  
                        ” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18M. Centre defends on-screen marking system for Class 12 

            12    ऑ -                                 

 New system introduced to improve transparency and with OSM, evaluation can be done 

even outside the regional office area, says official. 

                                                                 औ                          

                                                 
 Mark sheet re-evaluation fee reduced to ₹100. 

                                 ₹100                 
 Union Secretary of School Education Sanjay Kumar and CBSE Chairman Rahul Singh told 

presspersons here that the aim of OSM was to improve transparency of the system and that 
students could go for revaluation at a reduced cost. 
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                                    औ        ई                                          

                                            औ                                           
 The officials, when asked if any study was conducted before launching the new system, said 

the only change in the system was that evaluators, rather than evaluating hard copies of mark 
sheets, are doing the marking process on-screen. 

                                                                                     ,    
                                                                              ड          
     ऑ -                         

  “It was found that despite repeated scanning, there were still some legibility issues because 
the ink used in some answer sheets was of a very light colour.” 

 “                  -                                                                        
                                                     ” 

 “Even after scanning, those scripts could not be made fully legible,” Mr. Kumar said. 

 “                                                                          ,”                  
 
 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 18 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18M Trade, energy, and global conflicts at top of agenda during PM‟s Norway visit 

                                      ,      औ                                 
18M At UN, India flags attacks on vessels in Hormuz strait 

                                                                        
18M India, Netherlands upgrade bilateral ties, sign 17 pacts 

      औ                                        , 17                      

18M Oslo summit must mark India‟s northward turn 

18M                                                           

18M U.S., China, and the search for stability 

       ,     औ                

18M Philippines asks top court to allow ICC‟s drug war arrest of senator 

                            ई                                                      
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18M. Trade, energy, and global 
conflicts at top of agenda during 

PM‟s Norway visit 

                                      , 
     औ                                 

 The visit will also include the 3rd 
Nordic-India summit, bringing together 

leaders of the five Nordic Countries of 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, and 
Denmark on Tuesday. 

                        -                 

             ,                      ,      , 

      ,        औ                          

                
 According to Ministry of External 

Affairs figures, over 700 Nordic firms 
operate in India, and around 150 Indian 
firms have a presence in Nordic regions. 

                                ,         700 

                                 , औ       

150                      ड                    

    
 India‟s bilateral trade in goods and 

services is well below potential, say experts, 
with about $19 billion with Nordic countries, 
and both sides are seeking more 
collaborations. 

                              औ            
                                         
     ,       ड                     19     

       , औ                             

           
 Mr. Modi, who arrived on Sunday, 

was also awarded the „Royal Order of the 
Polar Star, Degree Commander Grand 
Cross‟ in recognition of his exceptional 
contribution to India-Sweden relationship 

and his visionary leadership. 

                                 -             
                       औ                   
         „     ऑ    ऑ             ,      
              ‟                         
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18M. At UN, India flags attacks on vessels in Hormuz strait 

                                                                  
      

 The remarks at a special meeting of the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (UNECOSOC) on safeguarding energy and supply flows came 

days after an India-flagged commercial vessel came under attack off the coast of 
Oman. 

      औ                                            औ                (UN 

ECOSOC)                                                      ,            
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18M. India, Netherlands upgrade bilateral ties, sign 17 pacts 

      औ                                        , 17                      

 India and the Netherlands upgraded bilateral ties to a Strategic Partnership during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi‟s visit to the country on Saturday and Sunday. 
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                              औ                                   औ                          

                                         
 The two sides signed 17 agreements and memoranda of understanding (MoUs) in areas of 

“WAH” (water, agriculture, and health), renewable energy, critical minerals, and a 
semiconductor fabrication project between TATA Electronics and Dutch company ASML. 

             “WAH” (  ,      औ        )     ,              ,                औ       
               ड        ASML              ड                            17        औ  
             (MoUs)                

 

 

18M. Oslo summit must mark India‟s northward turn 

                                                          

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s visit to Oslo on May 18-19 for the third India-Nordic 
Summit comes as the logic of India‟s engagement with Northern Europe has fundamentally 

changed. 

          -                          18-19  ई                                              
                                                                                              
    

 When India first met the Nordics — Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Iceland — in 
Stockholm in 2018, and again in Copenhagen in 2022, the relationship was anchored 

largely in climate cooperation, innovation, digitalisation and the blue economy. 

                    2018                        2022                             —     ,      , 
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      ,         औ         —                  ,                                ,       , 
 ड         औ                               

 Finland and Sweden‟s respective accessions to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) have rewired Nordic security architecture, leaving Russia as the Arctic Council‟s sole 

non-NATO member. 

       औ                                   (NATO)                     ड                 
                 ,                                   -NATO                 

 India and the Nordics now matter more to each other than before, with converging interests 

in technology, supply chains, maritime security and green energy. 

     औ                                   -                                   ,       

         ,              ,             औ                                            
 Denmark, through Greenland, occupies a pivotal position in emerging Arctic sea routes and 

critical mineral networks. 

       ,                   ,                         औ                                      

         
 Sweden and Finland contribute advanced defence technologies, innovation ecosystems and 

Arctic capabilities. 

      औ                              ,                                               

         
 Iceland offers geothermal expertise directly relevant to India‟s Himalayan regions. 

         -                           ,                                                       
 The Arctic, once defined by scientific cooperation, is increasingly shaped by deterrence, 

energy rivalry and military positioning. 

                                               ,                  ,               औ  
                                      

 India joined the Arctic Council as an observer in 2013. 

     2013                                                        
 Its Himadri research station, IndARC underwater observatory and Gruvebadet 

atmospheric laboratory, in Norway, give India a meaningful Arctic footprint. 

                                        , IndARC                   Gruvebadet            

                                                                 

 India is not an Arctic nation, but it is undeniably an Arctic stakeholder. 

                           ,                                                  
 The Arctic is warming more than three times faster than the global average. 

                  औ                                                       
 Ice loss in the Barents-Kara Sea has been linked to variability in India‟s summer monsoon, 

while rising polar melt threatens India‟s coastline, ports and island territories through sea-level 
rise. 

      -                                                                                  , 
                                     -                                       ,          औ  
                                     

 The commercial and strategic stakes are equally important. 

          औ                                         
 Accelerating ice melt is opening Arctic waters to shipping, resource extraction and military 

deployment. 

                                               ,             औ                         
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 The Northern Sea Route along Russia‟s Arctic coast is becoming more navigable, with 

implications for trade and maritime connectivity. 

                                                                       ,            

       औ                        
 Extending the Chennai-Vladivostok corridor to Murmansk and onward to the Nordics 

would create a maritime link connecting India, Japan, Russia and Northern Europe. 

    ई-                                औ                                          ,      , 

   औ                                                    
 India must construct a small fleet of five Arctic-capable, ice-class tankers under its 

Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy by 2030-31. 

        2030-31                                                            -       -

                                             
 An India-Arctic Economic Forum could connect Indian industry with opportunities in 

manpower, shipping, energy and infrastructure. 

       -                                             ,             ,      औ           
                         

 It could champion an “Arctic-Himalaya Climate Data Corridor” with the Nordics for joint 

monitoring of climate linkages affecting monsoons and sea-level rise. 

      ड                             औ      -                                               
                    “      -                          ”                      

 India should appoint a Special Envoy for Arctic Affairs. 

                                                         
 Unlike the four other Asian observer states in the Arctic Council, it lacks one. 

                                                     ,                                        

Focus areas 

              

 Nordic countries lead globally in offshore wind, hydrogen, electric mobility and green 
shipping, while India‟s clean-energy ambitions require technology, investment and trusted 

partnerships. 

   ड                      ऑ             ,        ,                 औ                     
  ,                                                     ,       औ                         
            

 Cooperation must move beyond buyer-seller arrangements towards co-development and 
production in offshore wind manufacturing, green hydrogen and grid-balancing technologies. 

                  -                          ऑ               ,                    ड-

                                   औ                                   
 Norway‟s deep-sea mining ambitions, Sweden‟s rare earths and iron ore, and Denmark‟s 

Greenland link offer supply-chain diversification amid concerns over China‟s processing 

dominance. 

                                     ,                         औ          ,                
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 Nordic strengths in telecommunications, semiconductors, batteries, artificial intelligence 
and advanced materials complement India‟s scale, engineering talent and manufacturing 

ambitions, supporting more resilient supply chains. 

        ,           ,        ,                औ                   ड                           
            ,                   औ                                       ,                 
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18m. U.S., China, and the search for stability 

       ,     औ                

 Mr. Trump‟s first presidency initiated America‟s trade war against China in 2018. 

                                        2018                                                  
    

 This was aimed at decoupling the two countries from four decades of economic 
interdependence, which was increasingly strained by strategic competition. 

                                                                                 ,    
                                                         

 After Mr. Trump‟s return as President in 2025, he escalated tariffs on China, prompting equal 
retaliation from Beijing. 

2025                                                                      ,                 
                              

 Eventually, a one-year trade war truce was announced in South Korea in October 2025 
during the APEC summit in Busan — the first and only other time Mr. Trump met Mr. Xi 

during the former‟s second term. 

             2025                                   APEC                           -

                                      —           औ                                        
औ                        

 Simultaneously, cross-strait ties between China and Taiwan are under mounting strain, with 
Taiwan‟s pro-independence Democratic Progressive Party government facing off against 
Beijing, which has become increasingly assertive about reunifying the island with the 

mainland. 

      ,     औ                                               ,                              

                                                         ,                                 
                                          

 Given Taiwan‟s defence ties with the U.S., any cross-strait conflict can flare up into one 
involving the U.S. 

                                                ,           -                                
                  

 The selection of the CEOs in Mr. Trump‟s business delegation indicated that technology, 
semiconductors, aerospace, and agriculture were the key focus of the trade discussions. 

                             ड                                                            

         ,           ,          औ                                       
 He desperately wanted China to buy more chips, aircraft, agricultural produce, and energy. 

                                    ,      ,            औ                            
 Jensen Huang, CEO of Nvidia, was added to the business delegation at the last minute as 

Washington sought to convince China to purchase Nvidia‟s H200 Graphics Processing 
Units (GPUs) in return for easing technology restrictions. 

                                                                                 ड     
              ,                                                                 H200 

                       (GPUs)                                   
 The U.S. was also awaiting three deals — the three Bs (beans, beef, and Boeing). 

                        —     B            ,     औ        —                        
 China had earlier targeted soybeans and beef during the trade war to inflict pain on the U.S., 

while purchases of Boeing aircraft had stopped since 2017 amid worsening ties. 
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                                                 ड                    औ                      
  ,                              2017                                          

 Mr. Trump, meanwhile, expressed hope to usher in the “best U.S.-China relationship in 
history”, even using the controversial term “G2”. 

      ,           “                         -         ”                            औ       
                    “G2”                   

 According to him, China had offered to buy 200 Boeing aircraft and 450-500 aircraft 
engines from the U.S. 

           ,                   200                 450-500                                 
    

 

 

18M.Philippines asks top court to allow ICC‟s 
drug war arrest of senator 

                            ई                     
                                 

 The Philippines said it has asked the country‟s 
Supreme Court to allow it to arrest ex-President Rodrigo 
Duterte‟s chief drug war enforcer to stand trial in the 
International Criminal Court (ICC). 

                                                             
                                                           

                                    ( ई    )           
                                                

 The ICC last week unsealed an arrest warrant 
against Senator Ronald Dela Rosa, accusing him of the 

“crime against humanity of murder”. 

  ई                                               
                                  ,             
“                           ”                    

 

18M. Ebola outbreak in Congo is a 
global emergency, says WHO 

                                         

  , WHO        

 The World Health Organization on 
Sunday declared the Ebola disease outbreak 
caused by a rare virus in Congo and neighbouring 
Uganda a public health emergency of international 

concern, after more than 300 suspected cases and 
88 deaths. 

                   (WHO)                    औ  
                                                  

                                            

                    ,      300                      औ  88              
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 The WHO said on X that a laboratory-confirmed case has also been reported in Congo‟s 
capital, Kinshasa, which is about 1,000 km from the outbreak‟s epicentre in the eastern 
province of Ituri, suggesting a possible wider spread. 

 WHO    X                                                     -                       ,    
                                            1,000            ,                                 
          

 Ebola is highly contagious and can be contracted via bodily fluids such as vomit, blood or 
semen. 

                        औ         ,                                                       
 The disease it causes is rare, but severe and often fatal. 

                               ,             औ                        
 Authorities say the current outbreak is caused by the Bundibugyo virus. 
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18M.  Diversification gains 

                      

 Despite the various trade disruptions, merchandise exports 
grew nearly 14% in April 2026 to $43.6 billion. 

                                 ,                  2026         

14%      43.6                        
 According to government data, at least 20 exporting sectors 

have added 17 or more new destinations in the last year. 

                      ,          20                             17    
                            

 For example, handloom products are now exported to 29 
more countries than in 2024-25. 

             ,                            2024-25             29 

                             
 The data also show that several of India‟s key export sectors — 

engineering goods, petroleum products, electronic goods, drugs 
and pharmaceuticals, and organic and inorganic chemicals — 

exported more in April 2026 than in the same month last year. 

                                                    —                   , 
              ,                 , औ                             
                           —         2026                             
                           

 This suggests resilience in these supply chains, and the 
establishment of new ones. 

                                                                
                     

 Another test of the strength of India‟s export growth is to 
remove the effect of petroleum products and their inflated prices from 

the mix. 

                                                                
                                                                   

 Here, too, India has performed reasonably well. 

                                              
 India‟s non-oil exports grew 9% in April 2026 to about $40 

billion. 

           -                2026    9%           40             

           
 Exports to West Asia fell by 28% in April, following up on an 

even larger contraction in March. 

                              28%       ,                           

                     
 Imports of the safe-haven asset gold jumped 82% in April, which is perhaps what prompted 

the Prime Minister to urge Indians to stop buying gold, and the government to hike the import 

duty. 

                                           82%             ,                             
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 The share of services in total exports has risen to about 49% compared to 39% in 2014. 

                                  2014    39%                       49%           
 Rather than a reason for complacency, this should make the government take note. 

                                                                         

 

18M. Your avenues 
for investments 

abroad 

                         
      

 The simplest route 
is Indian mutual funds 
(MFs) investing 
internationally either 
directly in foreign equities 
or via feeder structure. 

                       

          ड (    )   ,    
                       ड  
                   
                          

 The MFs are 
regulated by Securities 
and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) and available 

in rupees. 

              ड        

        औ              
(    )                        
औ                         

 Investors need not 
deal with foreign exchange, 
remittances or overseas 
accounts. 

                       , 
                               
            

 However, there is a 
limitation. 

        ,                  
 SEBI (in 

coordination with RBI) has 
fixed an industry-wide cap 
on MFs‟ overseas 
investments — $7 billion 
plus a separate $1 billion 

for ETFs. 
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         (                  )           ड                          -                    — 7 

                                 1           
 Despite this constraint, the route is attractive for first-time global investors, those preferring 

systematic investment plan (SIP) abroad in rupees or not preferring Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) and converting INR to any other foreign currency. 

                  ,                                         ,                               
                           (      )                                                   

          

GIFT City products 

                 

 Funds set up in GIFT IFSC (international financial services centre) invest directly in global 

securities and are not subject to SEBI‟s overseas MF caps. 

       ई       (                         )             ड                                     
   औ                              ड                         

 This removes the “window opening and closing” problem. 

      “      औ                   ड ”                            
 Outbound products are subject to the LRS limit of $2,50,000/financial year. 

                                  2,50,000                                      
 Products available are equity-focused funds and fixed income funds. 

                                 ड औ      ड        ड           
 Historically, GIFT City products required large ticket size. 

               ,                                                       
 Earlier, the minimum was $1,50,000. 

                   1,50,000          
 Now it is cut to $75,000 for accredited investors (AIs) who satisfy some conditions of net 

worth and income. 

                            (   )              75,000                    ,       औ  
                                   

 Recently, retail-oriented products have emerged with entry level at $5,000. 

                                                                  5,000          

 Another channel is via platforms operating in GIFT IFSC. 

                    ई                               
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18M.  Q: What is the best way to 
get to the moon from the earth? 

   :                              
                  ? 

 A: There is no one „best‟ way to 
reach the moon because space travel 
always trades off between time, fuel, 
and payload mass. 

   :                       ई       

„     ‟                                    
        ,     औ                      

                            
 If a mission carries a human 

crew, mission designers will prioritise 

speed to minimise the astronauts‟ 
exposure to space radiation, at the 

expense of burning more fuel. 

                                      

  ,          ड                       
                                           

                ,                      

                  
 Conversely, a robotic cargo 

mission can take a longer, more winding 

path to save fuel and carry more mass. 

           ,                                                                       औ  
                            

 Missions have different goals and budgets, so the „best route‟ depends on what the 
spacecraft is carrying and how quickly it needs to travel. 

                औ         -           ,       „          ‟                            

                             औ                                   
 A recent study by researchers from Brazil, France, and Portugal, published in 

Astrodynamics, has reported a new „best‟ route while reducing fuel use. 

     ,      औ                             Astrodynamics                              
                                 „     ‟                     

 Using a mathematical tool called theory of functional connections (TFC), they used the L1 
Lagrangian point — a strategic point located between the earth and the moon — as the 

route‟s midpoint. 

             ऑ                 (TFC)                                     L1 

               —          औ                                        —                            

              
 Then they designed a trajectory where a spacecraft would flyby the moon to reach an orbit 

around the L1 point, before making a final descent to the moon‟s surface. 

                                                                                       L1       
                          , औ                                                   
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 To move the spacecraft, the team took advantage of invariant manifolds, which are like 

natural gravitational currents in space. 

                                                                          ,              
                                              

 Using TFC, the team was able to evaluate tens of millions of potential paths to find the most 

efficient one. 

TFC                                                                                    

                            
 According to the team‟s results, the new route can reduce fuel use by at least 58.8 m/s 

compared to previous options. 

                        ,                                                 58.8 m/s        

                         
 On the other hand, it takes nearly 32 days to get to the moon. 

        ,                                     32              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
3 

 

18M. The predictability pandemic: how your keyboard is stealing the soul of 
language 

                       :                                                 

  
 Predictive keyboards today do far more than correct spelling. 

                                                           
 Systems like Gboard or Microsoft SwiftKey are trained on massive language data, looking 

at patterns across billions of sentences to suggest the most likely next word. 

Gboard    Microsoft SwiftKey                           ड                      औ       
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 Through neuroplasticity, the brain physically changes based on what it repeatedly does. 

                                                                                       -    
         

 A famous study by Neuroscientist Eleanor Maguire looked at London taxi drivers who had 

to memorise complex street maps. 

                                                                                     
   ,                                         

 Over time, the part of their brain linked to spatial memory actually grew larger, meaning their 
daily practice reshaped their physical biology. 

                                ,                           ,                    ,          

                                                                     
 The same pattern appears everywhere, from musicians to mathematicians. 

                                                               
 What you practice, your brain strengthens. 

                      ,                                    
 Research by psychologist Lisa Feldman Barrett shows that people who can distinguish 

between specific emotions like feeling “overwhelmed” versus just “sad” are better at 
regulating them. 

                                                              “                      ” औ  
     “         ”                                           ,                                 
                    

 This is called emotional granularity. 

                    (Emotional Granularity)              
 We need to maintain a critical “scientific temper,” as suggested by the principles of staying 

curious and analytical about the tools we use. 

                                                  औ                                      
                   “               ”                  

 Science communication isn‟t just about making things simple, it‟s about making them clear 
without losing the complexity of the human experience. 

                                                    ,                                   
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18M. Europe-China mission to probe how earth fends o raging solar winds 

                                      ,                      -         

 A joint European-Chinese spacecraft is set to blast off on Tuesday to investigate what 

happens when extreme winds and giant explosions of plasma shot out from the sun slam into 
the earth‟s magnetic shield. 

                  -                                                ,                           

                                 औ                                                              
             

 Particularly fierce solar storms can knock out satellites and threaten astronauts — and 

create colourful auroras in the skies of northern and southern latitudes. 

                                                      औ                                    
   —             औ                             -       ऑ                         

 To •nd out more about this little-understood space weather, the van-sized SMILE 
spacecraft is tasked with making the first-ever X-ray observations of the earth‟s magnetic 

field. 

                                                       ,                SMILE            

                                       -                                    
 The spacecraft is scheduled to launch on a Vega-C rocket at 0352 GMT on Tuesday from 

Europe‟s spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana, on the northeastern coast of South America. 
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                          0352 GMT                       -                   ,           
                              -                                  

 Lift-o• was originally planned for April 9, but was postponed due to a technical issue. 

                 9                    ,                                                   
 SMILE — or the Solar Wind Magnetosphere Ionosphere Link Explorer — is a joint 

mission between the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences. 

 SMILE —                                                      —                      
(ESA) औ                                       

 “What we want to study with SMILE is the relationship between the earth and the sun,” 
explained Philippe Escoubet, an ESA scientist working on the project. 

 “   SMILE                   औ                                          ,”                  
       ESA                              

 Solar wind is a stream of charged particles shot out from the sun. 

                                                            
 Sometimes this wind is kicked up into a huge storm by massive eruptions of plasma called 

coronal mass ejections. 

    -                                  ,                                    ,            

                          
 Hurtling at around two million kilometres an hour, these powerful blasts take a day or two to 

reach the earth. 

      20                                                                                     

                   
 When they arrive, the earth‟s magnetic field acts as a shield, deflecting most of the charged 

particles. 

                          ,                                                 औ                 

                    
 However, during particularly intense events, some particles can penetrate the atmosphere, 

where they have the potential to take out power grids or communication networks. 

        ,                                         ड                    ,               ड    
                                

 They also create dazzling auroras known as the northern or southern lights. 

                                                       ऑ                       
 The spacecraft will observe this phenomenon from several important locations, including the 

magnetopause — where the magnetic shield deflects solar particles. 

                                                           ,                              
—                                          
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This aerial photo taken on April 29, 2026 
shows a rescued humpback whale in a 
special barge along the Danish coastline 
enroute back to the North Sea after it 
beached on a sandbank near the city of 
Luebeck, in late March. 
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 The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has arrested the kingpin of one of the biggest 
transnational drug trafficking networks operating along the India-Myanmar border. 

                       (NCB)        -                                                  
                                             

 In a statement on Sunday, the NCB said Thachintuang, also known as Chintuang and 
Tluanga, was caught in Delhi recently following surveillance, intelligence gathering, interstate 

coordination, and follow-up operations. 

                                                      ,               औ                    
               ,           ,                      ,     -             औ                    
                                 

 “Chintuang emerged as one of the most significant traffickers operating along the Myanmar-
Mizoram-Manipur-Assam-Tripura corridor and was identified as a major international 
supplier of methamphetamine and heroin operating from Myanmar,” an NCB officer posted in 
the northeast said. 

                                         , “                -      -      -   -       
                                                           औ                                   
              औ                                                      ” 

 Chintuang was wanted in multiple cases registered under the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act by the NCB and several drug law enforcement 

agencies. 

                                               (NDPS)                   औ          

                                                           

Identifying associates 

                   

 Among them, Vungkhanthawna, identified as a close associate and key facilitator, played a 

major role in coordinating movement and delivery of narcotic consignments linked to the 
Myanmar-based trafficking network. 

                  ,                   औ                                ,                   

                                                   औ   ड                                  
       

 The investigation revealed hawala transactions amounting to nearly ₹100 crore linked to the 
network, following which the matter was shared with the Enforcement Directorate. 

                             ₹100                                   ,                    
                            

  “Investigation in the cases revealed the existence of a highly organised interstate and 
international drug trafficking network extending from Myanmar to Mizoram, Manipur, 
Assam, Tripura, and Bangladesh,” the statement said. 

                , “                                       ,       ,    ,        औ            

                                    औ                                                 
    ” 

 


