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Tactical formation: A Libyan soldier walks past tanks during the ‘Dara’ al-Karama 2’ military exercises, conducted by the Libyan National

Army (LNA), under the command of Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar, in the Ras al-Alba region in southeastern Libya on Saturday. AFP

Qutub Shahi splendour set to
shine at Cannes Film Festival

Hyderabad’s Qutub Shahi
heritage is set to gain glo-
bal recognition as filmmak-
er and theatre revivalist
Mohammad Ali Baig takes
the Deccan’s history to the
Cannes Film Festival with
his debut feature film,
Chand Tara. The film has
been selected for a trailer
screening at the interna-
tionally acclaimed festival
on Monday, according to a
press release.

Produced by the Qadir
Ali Baig Theatre Founda-
tion, Chand Tara is based
on the legendary tale of
17th century courtesan Ta-
ramati and Sultan Abdul-

Mohammad Ali Baig and
Ranjana Srivastava in a
still from Chand Tara.

lah Qutub Shah. The film
marks a historic moment
for Hyderabad and Telan-
gana as the French Riviera
will resonate with the poe-
try of Quli Qutub Shah, in-
cluding the famed Piya

AR dH AT ST 6

e The film has been selected for a trailer screening at the internationally acclaimed festival on
Monday, according to a press release.

9 faAfC & TR, 8 fthed T HHGR T HARTSET TIMcl Ted Heledd 7 Tok Fediel o
fore = ara &

e Produced by the Qadir Ali Baig Theatre Foundation, Chand Tara is based on the legendary
tale of 17th century courtesan Taramati and Sultan Abdullah Qutub Shah.

FIfET 3relt do7 AT Br33ee ARy ATAT ig arT 1747 erdredy i wifeer ot arwerdt 3R
Hedl Hegedl Faa A 1 IR HaT o1 3menia g1

e The film marks a historic moment for Hyderabad and Telangana as the French Riviera will
resonate with the poetry of Quli Qutub Shah, including the famed Piya Baaj Piyaala.

Ig thed $eTaTg 3R AT o forw T Vfcgriien &70T & arifeh ther e & Felt e A
Fiaam, ot afdey R arsr Rarer o enfae &, eem

e Describing the film as “an ode to womanhood”, Mr. Baig, a Padma Shri awardee, said the

Baaj Piyaala. Describing
the film as “an ode to wo-
manhood”, Mr. Baig, a
Padma Shri awardee, said
the story draws inspiration
from the life of Taramati
and the historical works of
theatre icon Qadir Ali Baig.

The film features a stel-
lar cast and crew. Actors
Anupam Kher and Mohan
Agashe play key roles,
while music composer Kar-
thik Ilaiyaraaja has com-
posed the music. Singers
Lucky Ali and Vasundhara
Das have lent their voices
to the project.

Ranjana Srivastava es-
says the role of Taramati,
while Mohammad Ali Baig
portrays Sultan Abdullah
Qutub Shah.

Tactical formation: A Libyan soldier walks
past tanks during the ‘Dara’al-Karama 2’
military exercises, conducted by the Libyan
National Army (LNA), under the command of
Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar, in the Ras al-
Alba region in southeastern Libya on
Saturday.

18M. Qutub Shahi splendour
set to shine at Cannes Film
Festival

F19 fher Agiqaa A 9AS A
IR Fqa Al Jera

e Hyderabad’s Qutub Shahi
heritage is set to gain global
recognition as filmmaker and theatre
revivalist Mohammad Ali Baig takes
Deccan's history to the Cannes Film
Festival with his debut feature film,
Chand Tara.

TS, Y Fa AR FaRrwa 1 aRaeh
g fAele ST 3T &, Fifh fhear
fArATaT 3R Rivex gl Agese el
97 79T Igell e hed °ig arT &
1Y GFehel o ST I HI fhed

story draws inspiration from the life of Taramati and the historical works of theatre icon Qadir
Ali Baig.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

ﬁr«naﬁ“ﬂmﬁﬁmﬁ#’m?mﬁwwsﬁaﬂﬁmﬁ:wmaﬂmﬁ$
Siraet 3R fATex ST & HAgTeT cafadca FIfeR 3rel 997 & Vg As Fraf & 9o oI g1

e Actors Anupam Kher and Mohan Agashe play key roles, while music composer Karthik
Ilaiyaraaja has composed the music.

AT 379w B 3R gt I A YW HAS fAens §, STafeh Fefdar Fifeds gelarrem
& Fofra IR R g

e Singers Lucky Ali and Vasundhara Das have lent their voices to the project.
e ThY Il 3R TGERT S & 3H IR & TAT 37911 37arst & 1

e Ranjana Srivastava essays the role of Taramati, while Mohammad Ali Baig portrays
Sultan Abdullah Qutub Shah.

TSI AR o AR St HfHHT fens &, STafeh Agewag 3relt 37 FoarT Ieqee Faa AE
1 foheR fAsmar &l

GS Paper 1: History 18 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

18M

Return of Chola-era copper plates should spark efforts for further repatriations, say
Indian archaeologists

AT FTeller AT Y ATTH! F 3T LRI A ATIH F TA AT @1 AR, HRAT [rcAcatdar &
Fel

18M

Nalanda University revives ancient debate tradition

aArereT faeafaerery  yreier are-faarg wurT i gersiitad frar

18M

QuUIZ

Fish by the basket

All'in the game: People catching fish with willow wicker
baskets during a festival at Panzath Nag in Kulgam,
Kashmir on Sunday. Every May, hundreds of people
take to the water to fish and to clean the spring,
restoring the waterbody ahead of the paddy harvest.
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Return of Chola-era copper plates should spark efforts
for further repatriations, say Indian archaeologists

T.S. Subramanian

CHENNAI
The return of the Chola-era
Anaimangalam  copper

plates charter from the
Netherlands this week
marks a watershed event in
the history of the repatria-
tion of India’s invaluable
bronzes, stone sculptures,
and carved temple pilas-
ters, according to histor-
ians and archaeologists.

The artefacts, which
have been in the posses-
sion of Leiden University
for almost two centuries
and are popularly known
as the Leiden copper
plates, were presented in a
ceremony at the Hague on
Saturday , in the presence
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and his Dutch
counterpart, Rob Jetten.

“This is the first time
that the Chola-period cop-
per plates are being
brought back to India,”
said V. Vedachalam, an ar-
chaeologist who specialis-
es in the Pandya, the Palla-
va and the Chola copper
plate charters, welcoming
the development.

“We should make efforts
to bring back the Velvikku-
di copper plates issued by

The Chola-era copper plates, which were handed back to India by the Netherlands on Saturday, and,
right, the tower of the Buddha vihara, called Chulamanivarma Vihara, near Nagapattinam in Tamil
Nadu, which was demolished by Jesuit priests in 1867. PTI

the Pandya ruler Paranta-
ka Nedunchadaiyan (reg-
nal years 765-815 CE) from
the British Museum, Lon-
don, to Tamil Nadu,” he
added.

‘Enduring history’
Former Tamil Nadu Ar-
chaeology Minister Than-
gam Thenarasu, who is al-
so a scholar of Chola
history, said the Anaiman-
galam copper plate in-
scriptions were “enduring
records of Tamil history,
culture, and the grandeur
of the Chola era”.

The late R. Nagaswamy,
who was the director of the
Tamil Nadu State Depart-

ment of Archaeology, had
described the artefacts in
this way in a 2009 lecture:
“One of the most impor-
tant copper plates of Raja
Raja Chola I (regnal years
985-1014 CE) is from Anai-
mangalam near
Nagapattinam.”

The plates recorded Ra-
ja Raja Chola I's gift of land
at Anaimangalam village to
a Buddha vihara, he had
said. This vihara was built
by the king Sri Mara Vijayo-
tunga Varman of Java in the
name of his father Sri Chu-
damani Varman, and so
was called the Chulamani-
varma Vihara.

Unfortunately, the tow-

er of the vihara itself was
demolished by Jesuit
priests in 1867, with the
permission of the colonial
government of Madras.

Buddhist vihara

“The plates are an interest-
ing example of how a Sai-
vite king helped in building
a Buddha vihara,” Nagas-
wamy said, according to an
article published in The
Hindu on December 25,
2009.

While Raja Raja Chola I
gave the order for building
the Buddha vihara, it was
his son Rajendra Chola I
(regnal years 1014-1044
CE), who implemented the

command. This is men-
tioned in the larger Leiden

plates, Dr. Vedachalam
said.
The Chulamanivarma

Vihara was also called the
Raja Raja Cholan Perum-
palli (or the big vihara),
during the time of Rajen-
dra Chola L.

“The Leiden copper
plates... are a complete set
of 21 large plates and three
small plates. The large
plates were committed to
writing by Rajendra Chola I
in five Sanskrit plates and
16 Tamil plates, honouring
his father Raja Raja’s oral
commitment,” says K. Ki-
rubanidhi in the book tit-
led Epic saga of the Cholas:
Their art, temples and her-
itage, first published by
The Hindu in August 2023.

“The small plates in Ta-
mil, later given effect to by
Kulottunga Chola I (regnal
years 1070-1120 CE), talk
about the additional grants
made to the sangha asso-
ciated with the vihara in
Nagapattinam,” Mr. Kiru-
banidhi wrote.

Dr. Vedachalam added
that two emissaries from
the Javanese kingdom ap-
pealed to Kulottunga Chola
I to ensure the implemen-

tation of Raja Raja Chola I's
order.

Kulottunga not only
gave them that assurance
but made a grant of 4,500
kalam (an unit of measure-
ment) of paddy plus land
to the Chulamanivarma
Vihara. This was in addi-
tion to Raja Raja Chola I's
grant of 8,943 kalam of
paddy.

Chola insignia

The Leiden plates were
strung together by a ring
bearing the royal insignia
of the Chola dynasty.
These included a tiger, the
royal emblem of the Cho-
las, the two fish of the Pan-
dyas, the bow of the Che-
ras, two chamaras, the
royal parasol, lamps, and a
swastika. The inclusion of
the two fish and the bow
signified that the Cholas
had defeated the Pandyas
and the Cheras.

The bigger Leiden
plates carry the word
“Anaimangalam” in Tamil
on the royal emblem, and a
short sloka in Sanskrit in
praise of Rajendra Chola I,
Dr. Vedachalam said. The
small plates carry a brief
sloka lauding Kulottunga
Cholal.

18M. Return of Chola-era copper plates should spark efforts for further

repatriations, say Indian archaeologists

el FTelleT dATAT T TG F 37 RN HT I9H F TIH O g1 ART, HRAT
qIdcataal 3 Fer

e The return of the Chola-era Anaimangalam copper plates charter from the Netherlands
this week marks a watershed event in the history of the repatriation of India’s invaluable
bronzes, stone sculptures, and carved temple pilasters, according to historians and
archaeologists.

STagrEhRT 3R RicTcatdel & TR, $H HCATE aflaids A AYel Flelle ATATGHITH AHIT
AT T AT R hr AT HieT FITATHT, TeUT T AT 3R FFenrNeR AR Foist
A & ST # Ueh HgedquT T g

e The artefacts, which have been in the possession of Leiden University for almost two
centuries and are popularly known as the Leiden copper plates, were presented in a
ceremony at The Hague on Saturday, in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
his Dutch counterpart, Rob Jetten.

A el i, SiY weTeTer &Y At & wmgseT feafig@mey & urw of 3R i v & amgsa
T & ATH F ST AT 8, ATATR & & §91 F 3T FARE F TUTTHAT g AW 31T 39
S FHDET U AeoT I SUTEAT F T&el T 75|
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“This is the first time that the Chola-period copper plates are being brought back to India,”
said V. Vedachalam, an archaeologist who specialises in the Pandya, the Pallava and the
Chola copper plate charters, welcoming the development.

qIsd, Teord X el g 3faerat & [t Ridcdide €Y. deTae# = 58 TeIha Hi
TGN Y §U e, “UE Teell SN & ST Aol Hlellel qTad HIT AT AT 77 38 &1

“We should make efforts to bring back the Velvikkudi copper plates issued by the Pandya
ruler Parantaka Nedunchadaiyan (regnal years 765-815 CE) from the British Museum,
London, to Tamil Nadu,” he added.

ool 3T g, GO IS AT Wi ATTIA (765-815 ) GaRT T AfeaaraY amrast
1 fafeer 7gforae, dee @ AfAeRIg arad o« & YA o TiRT1”

‘Enduring history’

‘W sﬁm;

Former Tamil Nadu Archaeology Minister Thangam Thenarasu, who is also a scholar of

Chola history, said the Anaimangalam copper plate inscriptions were “enduring records
of Tamil history, culture, and the grandeur of the Chola era”.

TS o qd Ridcd HA 3R e cigre o Tdearet Yars STRIY = gl oh ATATGHTTH
arad sifdeE “affer sfaem, et 3R Aler a1 hr FgTeidm & TR 3ifdreE” B

“One of the most important copper plates of Raja Raja Chola | (regnal years 985-1014 CE)
is from Anaimangalam near Nagapattinam.”

“TFSAT AT el YA (985-1014 $EA) o TGH Hgea ol THTHT & I Ueh ARTIE oTa o ar &
HABHTAH A&

The plates recorded Raja Raja Chola I's gift of land at Anaimangalam village to a Buddha
vihara, he had said.

3egiet gl AT foh Sof ATHYET 3 TSI TSI Aol TYH SR HTATSHITCIH IT1d 1 31f& U dlteer g
T &l ot T Soord g

This vihara was built by the king Sri Mara Vijayotunga Varman of Java in the name of his
father Sri Chudamani Varman, and so was called the Chulamanivarma Vihara.

mﬁwm#wmmwmﬁmﬁmaﬁ@mﬁrm%mwmm
ST 3 TemATOIas g e |

“The plates are an interesting example of how a Saivite king helped in building a Buddha
vihara,” Nagaswamy said, according to an article published in The Hindu on December 25,
2009.

25 fHY 2009 1 & G # THIRIA Teh oI o IHTHAR ARTEATHAT o g, ‘Y ATHIT SH o1 T
AT 3ETEX0T & foh fohey TR Ueh AT T o Sy fagR & faaTor 7 wgraar $ri”

While Raja Raja Chola | gave the order for building the Buddha vihara, it was his son
Rajendra Chola | (regnal years 1014-1044 CE), who implemented the command.

gleliTeh ISIT ISAT |Yel TAH = sllety fagR o foalTor oAt 3rrerer f2m am, oifehet 3oeh O et Al
YU (1014-1044 $F) o 3H G2 1 o1 fema|

This is mentioned in the larger Leiden plates, Dr. Vedachalam said.

3T. AETIAH o Fgl [oh SUFT Soad I3 ASST dHTAT & AT &

The Chulamanivarma Vihara was also called the Raja Raja Cholan Perumpalli (or the big
vihara), during the time of Rajendra Chola I.

TSiE; Tel TUH & A 7 AT AgR T T Tl Dot Feadea (3r27d a7 fagR) o

el SITdT ATl
“The Leiden copper plates are a complete set of 21 large plates and three small plates.”
‘ST AT 21 93 3R et B dAraTst &1 qut darg §1”

“The large plates were committed to writing by Rajendra Chola | in five Sanskrit plates and
16 Tamil plates, honouring his father Raja Raja’s oral commitment,” says K. Kirubanidhi in
the book titled Epic saga of the Cholas: Their art, temples and heritage.
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&. fReanfafey &7 379+ g Epic saga of the Cholas: Their art, temples and heritage &
foram &, “93 ArEyEt &t Wete Del TIH o 9 T&pl AR 16 AT st # forgarar, fSad
Sogiel 3791 FUAT IS TSI T A& GfAT ST FFATT fohar|”

e “The small plates in Tamil, later given effect to by Kulottunga Chola | (regnal years 1070-
1120 CE), talk about the additional grants made to the sangha associated with the vihara in
Nagapattinam,” Mr. Kirubanidhi wrote.

A TereaiaAter o forar, “dffer 7 for ol amerad, fSieg s1e 7 Feligar 9l ¥9# (1070-1120
SEAY) o JHTAY TATIT, ARTIC EAA & fagR @ 5 T 1 few 10 AR feferal T Sead FHId
g

e Dr. Vedachalam added that two emissaries from the Javanese kingdom appealed to
Kulottunga Chola I to ensure the implementation of Raja Raja Chola I's order.

ST, AeTIeld o ST foh SITETet AT & T Gl o Fergar diel TIH J TS IASIT Tlel FIH o IS
T SfT9] eT hl 3TTeT hr A |

e Kulottunga not only gave them that assurance but made a grant of 4,500 kalam of paddy plus
land to the Chulamanivarma Vihara.

PollaT o & sharel 3¢ AN AT Sfesh FAATOTEst AFR I 4,500 Fea T 3R 81fH &1
3feferet &t fem|

e This was in addition to Raja Raja Chola I's grant of 8,943 kalam of paddy.
Ig TSI [T Al GYH @RI [T 1T 8,943 FoelaT UTeT oh 37eTelel o HTcieret |

Chola insignia

Yl TsifaesT

e The Leiden plates were strung together by a ring bearing the royal insignia of the Chola
dynasty.

AT ATHYAT I =NeTl G & ATeIes] arell Teh 3I[ST & Teh Y ST 317 AT|

e These included a tiger, the royal emblem of the Cholas, the two fish of the Pandyas, the bow
of the Cheras, two chamaras, the royal parasol, lamps, and a swastika.

GoT#T Il o TSTTeIgsT STer, Tigdl ol al HSTerdr, TRI &1 ¢e, ar Te, IeTo, Qe AR
FafEas i &

e The inclusion of the two fish and the bow signified that the Cholas had defeated the Pandyas
and the Cheras.

el ASTora 3R gy T AMTA BleAT 3 STl T Tchieh AT 7ok Aell o 3T 3R =R A1 qRifSiT fomar
|

e The bigger Leiden plates carry the word “Anaimangalam” in Tamil on the royal emblem, and
a short sloka in Sanskrit in praise of Rajendra Chola l, Dr.
Vedachalam said.

Nalanda University revives S ererem 2 e o a2 AR SN 5

ancient debate tradition “HIATSHITH” 2eg; 3HTerd § 3 Tl Aer worer 1 gerar # T
Bihar’s Nalanda University has formally TS BT ol forar T |

integrated the ancient Indian tradition of ) )

Sastrartha, a historical form of philosophical, e The small plates carry a brief sloka lauding Kulottunga

religious, and intellectual debate, by includingit  Chola |.

in the programme for the University’s third JrETEt S - : ; wfEreT 3ifFT
convocation being held this week. The initiative, oI A W TS JAH AT g A EIey %—I
called ‘Sastrartha 2026’, is a platform for

dissertation defence and scholarly debate spread

over two days, on May 17 and 18. Over the course

of two days, the University is hosting 23 thematic

Sastrartha panels spanning Buddhist Studies, 18M. Nalanda University revives ancient debate
Hindu Studies, Archaeology, Ecology, tradition

International Relations, Sustainable
Development, Literature, and Philosophy.
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aATeieT feafagarera  yreer arg-farg WoRr i gesiifad T

e Bihar’s Nalanda University has formally integrated the ancient Indian tradition of
Sastrartha, a historical form of philosophical, religious, and intellectual debate, by including it
in the programme for the University’s third convocation being held this week.

faeR & sreiar faeafg@TerT o 39 doamg 3mASId 8 arer faRafagarera & dr Sretid g riE
o hThsha # GTelleT $TRCAT TIORT AREATY T AMTHT Fikeh 3 3TaReh &7 & efofifae fhamg,
St greifass, anfdies 3R Sigfaes arg-faare &1 v tfaefas wawa gl

e The initiative, called ‘Sastrartha 2026, is a platform for dissertation defence and scholarly
debate spread over two days, on May 17 and 18.

U 2026’ ATHF TE Tgel M Jarelt Y 16T iR faggarqut arg-faarg w1 A=, it 17 3i 18
#E T ol feaAT ae I fFar ar T E

e Over the course of two days, the University is hosting 23 thematic Sastrartha panels
spanning Buddhist Studies, Hindu Studies, Archaeology, Ecology, International
Relations, Sustainable Development, Literature, and Philosophy.

o1 o feat & givret faRafacarerar 23 farwrera e derat iy ASTarstt Y @1 &, Toietat stqer

S faw anfae &

Questions and Aﬁswers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. At which historic 1928 meeting was the word
“Socialist” formally added to the Hindustan Republican
Association’s name? Ans: The September 8-9, 1928,
meeting at Feroz Shah Kotla

2. What organisational post did Sukhdev hold in the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association after the
1928 restructuring? Ans: Organisational Secretary for
Punjab

3. Which specific incident convinced many HSRA
revolutionaries that constitutional protest alone would
not weaken colonial rule? Ans: The fatal lathi-charge
injuries suffered by Lala Lajpat Rai during protests
against the Simon Commission in 1928

4. What was the official title of the Lahore Conspiracy
Case in which Sukhdev was a principal accused? Ans:
“Crown vs. Sukhdev and Others”

5. On what date were Sukhdev, Bhagat Singh, and
Rajguru executed? Ans: March 23, 1931

Visual: Identify this police officer who was assassinated
in 1928 in retaliation for the death of Lala Lajpat Rai?
Ans: John P. Saunders

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | Varghese
Joseph | Prem Raj P.

Secretary for Punjab.

18M. QUIZ

e At which historic 1928 meeting was the word
“Socialist” formally added to the Hindustan Republican
Association’s name?

Answer

e The September 8-9, 1928 meeting at Feroz
Shah Kotla, Delhi.

e The secret meeting held at Feroz Shah Kotla in
Delhi on 8-9 September 1928 transformed the
Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) into the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA).

e Revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh and
Chandrasekhar Azad added the word “Socialist” to
reflect their commitment to social and economic equality
along with political freedom.

e After the reorganisation of the Hindustan
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) in 1928,
Sukhdev Thapar was appointed as the Organisational

e The fatal lathi-charge injuries suffered by Lala Lajpat Rai during protests against the Simon

Commission in 1928.

e The brutal lathi-charge on Lala Lajpat Rai during the anti-Simon Commission protest in
Lahore on 30 October 1928 deeply influenced HSRA revolutionaries. Rai later died from his
injuries, which convinced many young revolutionaries that peaceful constitutional methods
alone could not challenge British repression effectively.
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e The official title of the famous Lahore Conspiracy Case was “Crown vs. Sukhdev and
Others.” The case was initiated by the British colonial government against HSRA
revolutionaries, including Sukhdev Thapar, Bhagat Singh, and Shivaram Rajguru.

e They were accused of involvement in revolutionary activities, including the assassination of
British police officer J.P. Saunders in 1928.

e Sukhdev Thapar, Bhagat Singh, and Shivaram Rajguru were executed by the British
government on 23 March 1931 in Lahore Central Jail.

e They were sentenced to death in the Lahore Conspiracy Case for the assassination of British
officer J.P. Saunders.

e  Their execution turned them into national martyrs and inspired millions in India’s freedom
struggle. Every year, 23 March is observed as Shaheed Diwas (Martyrs’ Day) in their
honour across India.

GS Paper 1: Geography 18 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

18M | With 33 all-new crest gates, Tungabhadra dam gets a fresh lease of life

33 AT HEC ACH & [IY ST a1er Y e a7am shaer

18M | Drone strikes UAE’s nuclear power plant perimeter, strains ceasefire

1T A o JUS & IRATY Sroll WA Y R Y frenan seiman, wadfawny w 9319w

With 33 all-new crest gates, Tungabhadra dam gets a fresh lease of life

KHW chain link snapping, nearly

KALABURAGI

When Crest Gate no. 19 of
the Tungabhadra dam
near Hosapete, Karnataka,
was washed away on Au-
gust 10, 2024, it triggered
panic among lakhs of farm-
ers dependent on the re-
servoir for irrigation.

The massive reservoir,
considered the lifeline of
north Karnataka and parts
of Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana, was then brim-
ming with 105.788 tmcft of
water at the Full Reservoir
Level (FRL) of 1,633 feet.
Within minutes of the

35,000 cusecs of water be-
gan gushing uncontrolla-
bly through the damaged
bay. Engineers scrambled
to open the remaining
gates to reduce pressure
on the structure even as

fears mounted
downstream.
What began as a terrify-

ing engineering emergen-
cy soon evolved into one of
the biggest dam rehabilita-
tion exercises undertaken
in recent years. The crisis
triggered intense technical
efforts, political attention,
farmers’ anxiety and inter-
State coordination.

Nearly two years later, it
has culminated in the re-
placement of all the 33
crest gates. The old ones
operated through an over-
head bridge mechanism in-
volving chains, gearboxes,
motors and  counter-
weights. For nearly seven
decades, the gates func-
tioned without major
overhauling.

When the gates gave
way in 2024, experts from
Hyderabad, Chennai and
Bengaluru, along with en-
gineers from JSW Steel and
local fabrication compa-
nies, began working.

Hydro-mechanical exp-

All hands on deck: The engineering emergency evolved into one of

the biggest dam rehabilitation exercises in the nation. SRIDHAR KAVALI

ert N. Kannaiah Naidu
emerged as a key figure,
preparing designs and
technical drawings for the

temporary stop-log arran-
gement. The operation it-
self was extremely risky as
the engineers had to work

amid powerful currents
and fluctuating discharge
conditions.

Stop-log gate installed
Against all odds, the engi-
neers succeeded. On Au-
gust 17, just seven days af-
ter the disaster, the team
installed the temporary
stop-log gate made up of
five massive steel ele-
ments. It prevented furth-
er catastrophic water loss.
Experts, who inspected
the dam later, advised
comprehensive  replace-
ment of all the 33 crest
gates. Following technical
committee recommenda-

tions, the Tungabhadra
Board decided to replace
all 33 spillway gates. The
board later entrusted the
work to Ahmedabad-based
Hardware Tools & Machin-
ery Projects Pvt. Ltd. The
dismantling and erection
of all the gates was com-
pleted in 123 days, bet-
ween December 24, 2025,
and April 25, 2026.

The project also in-
volved the replacement of
68 lifting chains and 100
bevel gear units. Though a
detailed examination had
found the existing chains
to be structurally strong,
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar said that the
government had decided
to replace all the chains as
a precautionary measure.

As the renovated gates
prepare to be formally ded-
icated, the Tungabhadra
dam stands not just res-
tored, but renewed. Engi-
neers involved with the
project believe the com-
prehensive replacement of
all the 33 crest gates has
enhanced the structural
safety of the dam and ex-
tended its operational life
by another 50 years.

The government is plan-
ning an inauguration by
the end of this month.

18M. With 33 all-new crest gates, Tungabhadra dam gets a fresh lease of life

33 AT $H¥C NCH & TTY JITET AT I Aol 721 Sitaer

e When Crest Gate no. 19 of the Tungabhadra dam near Hosapete, Karnataka, was washed
away on August 10, 2024, it triggered panic among lakhs of farmers dependent on the
reservoir for irrigation.

SIS HaATes & G o I [EUcT JIET ATET T e AT HEAT 19 10 39T 2024 T &g 1T,
ar Rars & forw Stem W R ar@t foram=t # gevige thel 75|

e The massive reservoir, considered the lifeline of north Karnataka and parts of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, was then brimming with 105.788 tmcft of water at the Full
Reservoir Level (FRL) of 1,633 feet.

I hetieeh 3R 378 TS TUT AT & o fREHT bt SHaeiar H STt aTell g faemer

STCTRIY 3H HHY 1,633 i o YoT STelmerd Fa¥ (FRL) W 105.788 Wmﬁmgaﬂ
1|
The project also involved the replacement of 68 lifting chains and 100 bevel gear units.

5 aRATeTN & 68 faftrear A1 3R 100 d9e R gfaew = gfareurde i anfder o
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Drone strikes UAE’s nuclear power
plant perimeter, strains ceasefire

No one claims responsibility, but suspicion falls on Iran due to its rising tensions with the UAE; the $20-bn Barakah plant,

built with South Korean support and operational since 2020, is the first commercial nuclear power plant in the Arab world

DUBAI

drone strike target-
A ed the United Arab

Emirates’ Barakah
nuclear power plant on
Sunday, setting an electri-
cal generator ablaze on its
perimeter and again strain-
ing the shaky ceasefire in
the Iran war.

No one immediately
claimed responsibility for
the attack, which caused
no radiological release nor
injuries, authorities in the
UAE’s capital, Abu Dhabi,
said. However, suspicion
immediately fell on Iran,
which has been increasing-
ly threatening the UAE ov-
er recent days as the coun-

Shaky truce: No injuries were reported in the fire at the Barakah
nuclear power plant in the western Al Dhafra region. AFP

try hosted Israeli Iron
Dome missile defences and
troops during the war.

The attack comes as
Iran still has a chokehold
on the Strait of Hormuz, a

vital waterway where a
fifth of the world’s oil and
natural gas passed through
before the war, disrupting
global energy supplies.
Meanwhile, America conti-

nues to block Iranian ports
in response as negotiations
to solidify the ceasefire
have failed to advance.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has suggested hos-
tilities could resume, and
Iranian state television has
repeatedly aired segments
with anchors holding Ka-
lashnikov-style rifles in an
effort to prepare the public
for war. Meanwhile, fire ex-
changes between Israel
and Hezbollah in Lebanon
have been rising in recent
days as well, threatening a
separate ceasefire there.

The $20 billion Barakah
nuclear power plant was
built by the UAE with the
help of South Korea and
went online in 2020. It is

the first and only nuclear
power plant on the Ara-
bian Peninsula and can
provide a quarter of all the
energy needs in the UAE. It
is also the first commercial
nuclear power plant in the
Arab world.

The UAE’s nuclear regu-
lator said the fire didn’t im-
pact the plant safety. “All
units are operating as nor-
mal,” the organisation
wrote on X.

The UAE statement
didn’t blame any party for
the attack. Sunday’s strike
marked the first time the
four-reactor Barakah plant
has been targeted in the
Iran war. The plant sits in
the far western deserts of
Abu Dhabi.

18M. Drone strikes UAE’s nuclear power plant perimeter, strains ceasefire

31T gAA o JUS F GIATY] Srolt HAF b IR Y fAem=r s, FedfaweT @1 991 gara

o The $20-billion Barakah plant, built with South Korean support and operational since 2020,
is the first commercial nuclear power plant in the Arab world.

STRYOT FINAT o HGANT Y AT 20 IR ST FT AHIE §A, ST 2020 W =] §, I gferdT b

Tl AIOITeash IXAT] Soil 47 g
e A drone strike targeted the United Arab Emirates’ Barakah nuclear power plant on

Sunday, setting an electrical generator ablaze on its perimeter and again straining the shaky
ceasefire in the Iran war.

TAAR Y Teh e Eel o HYeel I AR & SThTE TIATO] FoAT HIT T AT ST,
TS 3gehr TR oX e eh faegd Sieiex 7 3197 o197 918 3R ST ey  aAroleh Hergfarre
W ThY g&1d §¢ 1|

e However, suspicion immediately fell on Iran, which has been increasingly threatening the
UAE over recent days as the country hosted Israeli Iron Dome missile defences and troops
during the war.

gTeliieh, Teg Rl $X0eT OR 1T, foraiet grel & feieil 7 gus 1 eraAfonan &1 8 Frifeh Jeer & alkret
TET SoRTT el HTATT S TAATSST 8T JoTTelr 3R Afieh derret A

e The attack comes as Iran still has a chokehold on the Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway
where a fifth of the world’s oil and natural gas passed through before the war, disrupting
global energy supplies.

TE GHCT TH THI IHT & S ST 3737 37 Gl STeTsATHET T fIAF0T 1T gV, ST Teh
HEAYUT STHAT § ST6T & I W Ugel gieiar & ured fged 1 ool AR repfcien 3y s o,
forerdy dfReeh Foft 3mqfet Tammfad g% &
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e U.S. President Donald Trump has suggested hostilities could resume, and Iranian state
television has repeatedly aired segments with anchors holding Kalashnikov-style rifles in
an effort to prepare the public for war.

3ARCRT ITsgUfcy SiaTes € A Hevd o & o rfdT T & &1 ehelt &, 3R $R1=T aTehry
TNTISTT TR A HrRishA THRT T T&T & ToleTe] Uaht dhelliRetenta ol T TSl gahs fe@rs
& T €, A1 SeTelt 3t e & e S faam o wd |

¢ Meanwhile, fire exchanges between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon have been rising in
recent days as well, threatening a separate ceasefire there.

58 €1, g1 & Tt 3 aretrer 3 gormrer 3R Rorgeens & i aeheny o ag 18 &, foray agt
37oTeT FES I 1 WarT Yer 8y I

e The $20 billion Barakah nuclear power plant was built by the UAE with the help of South
Korea and went online in 2020.

20 3T STa &1 THTE AT ST §IF JUS o &I FINAT Y FAee & F7127 A7 3R Tg 2020
# e §3T|
e |tis the first and only nuclear power plant on the Arabian Peninsula and can provide a quarter
of all the energy needs in the UAE.

Ig IR YIISHIT T Ygell A AT TRATY] Fofl I & 3R JUS T el Sofl STl T Teh-
TS AT 9 T FehaTT B
e |tis also the first commercial nuclear power plant in the Arab world.

Ig IS GAAT T Ygell AT0STeh GATY] Soll T4 87 &
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Ordinance increases number of SC judges to 37

President Droupadi Murmu has promulgated an ordinance, which will be taken up by Parliament when it convenes: the move is a step towards tiding over crisis of pendency

of cases plaguing the court; current backlog of cases stands at over 93,000. which is threatening to reach six figures rapidly even as the court goes into summer recess in June

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

resident Droupadi
PMu.rmu has pro-
mulgated an ordi-

nance increasing the num-
ber of judges in the
Supreme Court to 37 — ex-
cluding the Chief Justice of
India.

‘The May 16 Gazette noti-
fication says “Parliament is
not in session and the Pre-
sident is satisfied that the
circumstances exist which
render it necessary for her
to take immediate action
[issue of ordinance]”.

The Supreme Court
(Number  of  Judges)
Amendment Ordinance,
2026, has been promulgat-
ed in accordance with the
powers of the President
under Article 123 of the

Constitution. The ordi-
nance will be placed in
both Houses of Parliament
when it convenes. It will
cease to operate if six
weeks expire without any
resolution passed on it af-
ter the reassembly of Par-
liament or if resolutions
are passed in both Houses
of Parliament disapproving
the ordinance.

The President can with-
draw the ordinance at any
time.

Strength crisis
The ordinance has amend-
ed Section 2 of the Su-
preme Court (Number of
Judges) Act, 1956 to replace
the word “thirty-three”
with “thirty-seven”.

The promulgation has
happened nearly two
weeks after the Union Ca-

Judicial numbers

The top court currently has a backlog of over 93,000 cases, which
is threatening to reach six figures even as the court is going into
summer recess, or ‘partial working days| in June

The Framers of the Constitutio
had originally in Article 124(1)
envisaged a Supreme Court

consisting of the CJI and ‘not more
than seven judges’ until ‘Parliament
by law prescribes a larger number’

n The Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Act,
1956 as originally enacted,
provided for the maximum
number of judges
(excluding the CJI) to be 10

Graph shows increase in strength of the Supreme Court

(Maximum number of judges excluding the CJ1
-

1950 195

33

6 1960 1977 1986 2009 2019 2026

binet approved the propo-
sal to increase the number
of Supreme Court judges.
With the ordinance in
place, the total sanctioned
judicial strength in the Su-

preme Court, including the
Chief Justice of India, will
rise from 34 to 38.

The move is seen as a
step towards tiding over
the continuing crisis of

pendency plaguing the
court for years now, espe-
cially after the COVID-19
pandemic, when the facili-
ty of efiling of cases
caught on.

The current backlog is
over 93,000 cases.

The backlog is threaten-
ing to reach six figures
even as the court is going
into summer recess. or
“partial working days”, in
June.

Six-year hiatus

The government’s appro-
val for more judges in the
Supreme Court had come
after a six-year hiatus. Par-
liament had last amended
Section 2 of the Supreme
Court (Number of Judges)
Act, 1956 in 2019, raising
the sanctioned strength
from 30 to 33, excluding

the Chief Justice of India.

At present, there are
two judicial vacancies in
the top court. These are of
the previous Chief Justice
of India, Justice B.R. Gavai,
who retired in November
2025, and Justice Rajesh
Bindal, who completed of-
fice in April 2026.

Three more judges are
scheduled to retire in
2026. Justices ].K. Mahesh-
wari and Pankaj Mithal will
end their tenure in June,
and Justice Sanjay Karol in
August.

The Framers of the Con-
stitution had originally in
Article 124(1) envisaged a
Supreme Court consisting
of the Chief Justice of India
and “not more than seven
judges” until “Parliament
by law prescribes a larger
number”,

The Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Act
1956, as originally enacted,
provided for the maximum
number of judges (exclud-
ing the CJI) to be 10.

This number was in-
creased to 13 by the Su-
preme Court (Number of
Judges), Amendment Act,
1960, and to 17 by another
amendment to the law.

The Supreme Court
(Number of  Judges)
Amendment Act, 1986,
augmented the strength of
the Supreme Court judges
from 17 to 25, excluding the
CJL. Subsequently, a fresh
amendment in 2009 furth-
er augmented the strength
of top court judges from 25
to 30.

This was followed by the
previous amendment in
2019.
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18M. Ordinance increases number of SC judges to 37

sreaTger & Folier AE & waranevat A wEar 37 A ad

President Droupadi Murmu has promulgated an ordinance, which will be taken up by
Parliament when it convenes; the move is a step towards tiding over crisis of pendency of
cases plaguing the court; current backlog of cases stands at over 93,000, which is
threatening to reach six figures rapidly even as the court goes into summer recess in June.

Tregafd gtadt 73 @ T e SR R &, [ @de & &7 Y& 81 9 T fohar SiTeaT, g
e JETeld & T X T& HheHA! & dfad Ea & Fhe § e S feen 7 3o/ 7 12 g,
THTT 7 HTHCT ol oifeie a1ST 93,000 & 31T&eh &, SiY 5[ # 37eTeld o UTSHepTelleT 3Taehrer 7 Siiat
e CIof! A Ueh oI TFeh g Tiet bl 3TTRIehT e o TeT B

The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Ordinance, 2026, has been
promulgated in accordance with the powers of the President under Article 123 of the
Constitution.

A F1E (FArarefiel HT TEAT) FAT FEATRLA, 2026 HAUTA & HeTede 123 & ed Isgafd
1 et & 3TER S fohar T &

The ordinance will be placed in both Houses of Parliament when it convenes.

TS, o T YT Bl I 3 YIS 1 HHE, & Sledl Feadl 7 IG@T S|

It will cease to operate if six weeks expire without any resolution passed on it after the
reassembly of Parliament or if resolutions are passed in both Houses of Parliament
disapproving the ordinance.

I TG & ToT: THA 3ot & 916 B8 A6 e 39 TN Hls Tl TR 76T ol § AT §AE
Il TGl GaRT JEATCL I IEAHR e dlel TG TR Y 6T ST &, df Tg IreAGer
THTaEIT & STeaT|

The ordinance has amended Section 2 of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act,
1956 to replace the word “thirty-three” with “thirty-seven”.

el A YA FIE (FArAmefiei Fr wew) sfafag#, 1956 Hr 4R 2 7 ‘g aree A
 ufaenfa w2 fear g

The promulgation has happened nearly two weeks after the Union Cabinet approved the
proposal to increase the number of Supreme Court judges.

T AT HERT ARHSA SIRT T HIE & waramefielt T HEAT TTo1 & TEATT Tl FHo oot &
SIS 2T HCATE STe; STRY T IIAT & |

With the ordinance in place, the total sanctioned judicial strength in the Supreme Court,
including the Chief Justice of India, will rise from 34 to 38.

3TEITCRT 9] Bl & T, 3R oh HEY wIATENRT Aiged FNA HIE T el Tllghe A1k T
34 ¥ g 38 Bl STuaf|

Parliament had last amended Section 2 of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act,
1956 in 2019, raising the sanctioned strength from 30 to 33, excluding the Chief Justice of
India.

HHe o 3NTEY IR 2019 & Fofter ;e (Fararehelt Hr weam sfafags, 1956 1 arr 2 7 Felue
foham T, TSIEat 1R o HET ~araTeiier T SIS Fdleh TET 30 A FoThT 33 T 778 T

The Framers of the Constitution had originally in Article 124(1) envisaged a Supreme Court
consisting of the Chief Justice of India and “not more than seven judges” until “Parliament by
law prescribes a larger number”.

T T3 & el T F ITede 124(1) H R & HT&F AR AR a1 § i et
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e The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act 1956, as originally enacted, provided for the
maximum number of judges (excluding the CJI) to be 10.

Hel T4 § 9] o0 a1 Flier e (et Fr wean) srffaaer 1956 & =araredieit v

Shah to chair
Central Zonal
Council meet
in Bastar

Press Trust of India
RAIPUR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah arrived in Raipur on
Sunday on a three-day visit
to Chhattisgarh during
which he will attend a se-
ries of programmes and
chair a meeting of the Cen-
tral Zonal Council in Bastar
region.

It is Mr. Shah’s first visit
to Chhattisgarh after the
State was declared free
from Maoists on March 31.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai said Mr. Shah’s visit
will give new momentum
to development works in
the State and further
strengthen the govern-
ment’s resolve for a safe
and prosperous Bastar.

Mr. Shah landed at Swa-
mi Vivekananda Airport
here shortly after 8 p.m.
and was received by Mr.
Sai, Deputy CM Vijay Shar-
ma, State Ministers and
other leaders of the party.

Mr. Shah left for a hotel
in Nava Raipur Atal Nagar,
where he will stay over-
night, officials said.

On Monday, at around
10.40 a.m., Mr. Shah will
flag oft new vehicles for the
State police emergency
response service ‘Dial 112’
and mobile forensic
science laboratory from
the parade ground of Pol-
ice Training School in Rai-
pur, a government official
said.

He will then leave for
Bastar district and visit Ne-
tanar village, where he will
inaugurate a ‘Jan Suvidha
Kendra’ aimed at providing
easier access to govern-
ment and digital services
in remote areas, the official
said.

Mr. Shah will then go to
Amar Vatika in Jagdalpur at
1.30 p.m. to pay tribute to
security personnel who
laid down their lives in the
service of the nation, the
official said.

On Tuesday, the Union
Home Minister will chair
the meeting of the Central
Zonal Council in Jagdalpur
from 1l am. to 2 p.m.,
which will be attended by
the Chief Ministers of Mad-
hya Pradesh, Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand and
Chhattisgarh.

He will address a press
conference in Jagdalpur la-
ter before leaving for Delhi,
the official informed.

31TRIhcTa T (T ~ATEe I BIsH) 10 feRa & a1s o)

e This number was increased to 13 by the Supreme Court (Number of Judges),
Amendment Act, 1960, and to 17 by another amendment to the law.

58 T&a 1 g FIE (Frardet A wean) sty srffawe, 1960 garT see 13 fhar
I 391G 7 Tk 31 G garT 17 fham o

e The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Act, 1986, augmented
the strength of the Supreme Court judges from 17 to 25, excluding the CJI.

A FIE (Frarerel F g g sfafaae, 1986 @ FeT —armder H oigw gha
FIE & FgraTefrel Hr TEIAT 17 F e 25 LT

e Subsequently, a fresh amendment in 2009 further augmented the strength of top
court judges from 25 to 30.

$HSF 916 2009 H Teh AT HRMETeT ganT MY 3reTerd o wIramedieit s &T 25 § Fg1 e 30
G T

e This was followed by the previous amendment in 2019.

% §1¢, 2019 F TUSerm Ty fohar |

18M. Shah to chair Central Zonal Council meet in Bastar

e T A FErT e TR Y do= Y aregardar i

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah arrived in Raipur on Sunday on a three-day
visit to Chhattisgarh during which he will attend a series of programmes and chair a
meeting of the Central Zonal Council in Bastar region.

T ITE FAY HTA g IATR P Beflrarg o cfief feraeiiar g o TR I, T8 I s
FTAHAT F HART o9t 3R T & 7 FET 8T IRE FI S5 I 3regeTar HiaT|

e |tis Mr. Shah’s first visit to Chhattisgarh after the State was declared free from
Maoists on March 31.

31 AT &Y T T AN & b e hT ST o STg T AT ATE T ek Hr
ggoll AT &

e On Tuesday, the Union Home Minister will chair the meeting of the Central
Zonal Council in Jagdalpur from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., which will be attended by the Chief
Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh.

HITCIAR o he g 3¢ FHAT Foig 11 1 A SeT 2 Tl cleh STGolqY & FE1T &ty alweg &
SSeh hT EIETAT 3T, ToTas AET Y2, 3eR e, 3TEs 3R Seltaerg & Feas= afder
gt
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One-horse races are no triumph for democracy

here was an industrialist whose

company was doing exceptionally well.

In a decade since its inception, it

captured over 40% of the market
share. When I asked him, “Having reached thus
far, what do you perceive as your biggest
challenge going forward?”, he paused for a while,
his eyes gazing into the distant future, and replied
gravely: “Lack of competition.”

Ask cricketing legends who have been
successful batsmen and they will tell you that
their finest innings were those played against
formidable bowling attacks, not the centuries
scored against minnows. Even spectators enjoy a
seesaw, hard-fought contest more than a tame
one-sided affair, even if it involves their favourite
player trouncing a neophyte.

As in business and sports, competition is the
haemoglobin of a democracy. It gives meaning to
the precept of “rule by the people” by allowing
citizens to “fire” incumbents and choose
alternatives, thereby liberating them from the
TINA (“there is no alternative”) trap. However,
that presupposes the existence of rivals with the
capacity to contest, and challengers who aspire to
win against the odds because they believe in the
fairness of the system.

Mandates require genuine contests

It is ironic that the rules of the game, as far as
elections are concerned, do not consider
competition essential to an electoral outcome.
Section 53(3) of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951, provides for “unopposed” winners,
which means that competition takes place only
when enough players enter the fray. Otherwise,
one can have a contestant but no contest, a
winner without a game, and a people’s
representative without a single vote cast in his
favour — a walkover “killing” both the game and
its spirit.

For a player to tout his victory there should
have been a contest. For a government to claim
legitimacy, the electorate must believe that those
elected ‘earned’ (pun unintended) their position
through a fair process. You can win power
without a contest; not a mandate. Competition
also gives ‘losers’ hope that they can try to win in
the future, making them accept fair electoral
outcomes. Peaceful transition of power is one of
the healthiest achievements of any electoral
democracy.

Competition and contestation enable differing
ideologies and social classes to flourish. Going by
the economic logic of competition breeding
efficiency, it would be reasonable to expect
political parties to refine their policies as
opponents always look to highlight failures.

€

)

Ashok Lavasa

Former Election
Commissioner of
India and former
Union Finance
Secretary

Democracy
demands not
merely
elections, but
also meaningful
and fair
competition

Political scientist Robert Dahl referred to a system
with high participation but low contestation (like
one-party States with high voter turnout) as a
“plebiscitary autocracy” rather than a true
democracy.

However, competition also presupposes a level
playing field and a neutral referee to ensure that.
The absence of either tilts the scales against
challengers, minimising their chances of success
while also denting their morale and undermining
the people’s confidence. In fact, the partisanship
of a referee tends to rob the victor of the sweet
taste of success, even if deserved. One might be
seeded higher, have played better than the
opponent, enjoy spectators’ support, and even
deserve to win, but if the referee is seen as
partial, the triumph appears tainted.

In West Bengal

Take the example of the West Bengal Assembly
elections. Anti-incumbency could well have
influenced the voters’ choice, and the winning
party may have run an effective campaign for its
resounding victory. And yet, its performance
stands tarnished by accusations of favouritism
against the constitutionally designated umpire
mandated to provide the “superintendence,
direction, and control” of the electoral process.

The outcome is being linked to the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls (ER), and
analysts have presented constituency-wise data
showing deletions of electors that exceed the
victory margins, suggesting that the result might
have been different but for the SIR.

That the SIR was unwarranted is established by
the inability of the process to identify those
“ineligible” in terms of Article 326, which was the
Election Commission of India (ECI)’s war cry
when it commenced the SIR in Bihar in June
2025. Neither at the end of the Bihar SIR nor for
the States in the second round has the ECI
released figures on the “ineligible” electors
weeded out for not meeting the eligibility
conditions under Article 326. There have, no
doubt, been deletions through the SIR, but these
pertain to “permanently shifted, dead, or
duplicate” entries, which could have been
removed through the normal revision process
mandated before every poll.

What we had instead in West Bengal was over
60 lakh electors included in the electoral rolls
under the “under adjudication” category, with
27.16 lakh of them deleted after a lightning
exercise carried out by judicial officers hastily
appointed by the Supreme Court of India. Over
700 judicial officers sprinted through a marathon
in their ‘supreme’ effort to accomplish the
impossible task of disposing these cases in a short

18M. One-horse races are no triumph for democracy
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span of time. Those whose claims were rejected
were asked to appear before non-existent
Appellate Tribunals.

How, when, and even whether their appeals
will be heard is hard to tell, going by the
experience of those placed on the doubtful voters
(D-voter) list a few years ago in Assam. No official
data is in the public domain to indicate whether
their voting rights have been restored or whether
they remain in limbo. Soon, the 27 lakh affected
in West Bengal may join those “missing in
action”. The cruel irony is that the ECI excluded
Assam from the current SIR process, even though
the National Register of Citizens prepared there a
few years ago classified over 19 lakh people as
“non-citizens”, yet their voting rights remain
unaffected.

A neutrality that faces scrutiny
The ECI has invited an indelible taint by
engineering a system that made such omission
possible under its ‘superintendence’. What
sanctity does its slogan, “No voter to be left
behind”, hold if 27 lakh electors were treated as
jetsam? How could the ECI “direct” the use of the
illogical “logical discrepancy” tool that created
discrepancies of its own? Why did it allow the
legitimate functions of the Electoral Registration
Officer to be exercised by a system beyond its
“control”? Why did it announce the election
schedule if it was not confident of finalising the
electoral rolls on time? Why did it abdicate the
legal provision that allowed the existing rolls to
remain valid in the case of “under adjudication”
electors who could not go through the full
process because of a paucity of time? Why did the
ECI not seek the Court’s permission to defer the
schedule when a mandatory process could not be
completed? That the Court did not think it
worthwhile to ask the ECI to “tarry a little”, and
was willing to “suspend” the voting rights of 27
lakh electors, is inexplicable and unfortunate.

With the gradual fading away of political rivals
in the States and at the national level, will we
witness more “victories” without a fight because
the arena is either bereft of competitors, the
challengers are too weak, or the umpire’s
decisions tilt the balance? Interestingly, the
umpire himself would become an “extra” if there
were no competition. Neither the “pathbreaking”
constitutional reform of One Nation, One Election
nor the idea of an Opposition-mukt Bharat is
aimed at fostering competition, and that does not
augur well. There will be little thrill left in a
one-horse race.

That it strikes at the very roots of the
democratic character of the nation may be a
minor matter.

e Section 53(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, provides for “unopposed”
winners, which means that competition takes place only when enough players enter the fray.

a1 wfafafica srffawe, 1951 $r &Ry 53(3) ‘AR sttt &1 wraenss Fdt g, e 31y
& for ufaegat gsiy g § o9 gatea ey A & 3

e Going by the economic logic of competition breeding efficiency, it would be reasonable to
expect political parties to refine their policies as opponents always look to highlight failures.

TTETel & SaTdT Scteal glat & 3MTTYeh ofeh oh 3THR, F§ ITUETT el ST BT fob ToTeiicleh &of
3t St st aftsehd Y, i favet wea 37ehr Fawhera3il sl 3SR i &1 9ATH FAT 5|

e Political scientist Robert Dahl referred to a system with high participation but low
contestation (like one-party States with high voter turnout) as a “plebiscitary autocracy”
rather than a true democracy.

mﬁmmmmﬁmmwﬁmmm SIAEAT (ST 3T AdGHe
GFRI ATel Th-Cell & W) T IRATAh ST & TN “STAATIIR fAEHRIT el 27|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ¥

Page13



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Neither at the end of the Bihar SIR nor for the States in the second round has the ECI
released figures on the “ineligible” electors weeded out for not meeting the eligibility
conditions under Article 326.
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Voting patterns of government employees in recent elections

In the three States where the ruling parties lost the elections, their vote share among postal votes came down compared with their performance in 2021

| DATA POINT

Harish Venkatachalapathi

he Election Commission
T (EC) allows postal ballots

for certain sections of vo-
ters, including government em-
ployees who are on poll duty,
those who are serving in the
armed forces, elders aged 85 years
or above and persons with disabil-
ities. Among these groups, it is go-
vernment employees who exercise
their franchise through postal
votes the most.

Postal votes account for only a
miniscule percentage of the total
votes cast in the elections (Table
1). However, it serves as a useful
proxy to understand how the peo-
ple who are part of the ruling esta-
blishment, that is, the government
employees voted in the elections.
Consequently, it can also serve as
an indicator to gauge the anti-in-
cumbency sentiment against the
ruling party among the State’s ad-
ministrative workforce.

An analysis of the recently con-
cluded Assembly elections in the
States of West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Assam and the Union Terri-
tory (UT) of Puducherry reveal cer-
tain interesting patterns. Of these,
the incumbent governments were
voted out in West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, while they were
retained in the other two.

In the three States where the
ruling parties lost the elections,
their vote share among postal
votes came down compared to
their performance in 2021 (Table
2). This was true in Puducherry as
well even though the All India N.R.
Congress (AINRC)-led National De-
mocratic Alliance returned to pow-
er in the UT. Assam was the only
place where the ruling BJP saw a
noticeable increase in its vote
share among those who used pos-
tal ballots.

The Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal, which had won the
previous three elections, saw its
share in postal votes dropping

sharply than the drop it witnessed
in the remaining votes polled
through Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs), indicating strong
anti-incumbency among govern-
ment employees. The Trinamool,
which secured 41.1% of the EVM
votes, took 33.7% of the postal bal-
lots, which was a fall of 13.2 per-
centage points compared to 2021.
The State government employees’
sustained protests over delays in
disbursal of arrears in Dearness Al-
lowance could have played a role
in the Trinamool’s performance.

In Kerala, the voting pattern in
the postal votes was largely reflec-
tive of how the State’s overall elec-
torate voted. The Left Democratic
Front (LDF), which lost the elec-
tions, secured 38.9% in postal
votes and 36.8% in votes polled via
EVMs. The United Democratic
Front (UDF), which won the elec-
tions secured 45% in postal votes
and 46.1% in EVM votes (Chart 1).

The unusual case is, however,
Tamil Nadu. It is the only State
where the alliance led by the rul-
ing party, the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), which lost the
elections, secured the highest
share of postal votes (Chart 1). The
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam, which
emerged as the single largest par-
ty, secured the third spot by secur-
ing 24.5% votes, which is roughly
10 percentage points lower than its
overall vote share. This was DMK’s
lowest performance among the
postal ballots, at least since 2006
(Chart 2). The party has tradition-
ally enjoyed more support among
government employees than the
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam.

It is important to note that
though there were protests by sev-
eral sections of government em-
ployees during the previous DMK
rule, the government also fulfilled
a number of promises including
the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension
Scheme, which remained an un-
fulfilled demand for over 20 years.

The author is a student of the
Chennai Institute of Journalism.
The views expressed are personal

Decoding
postal ballots

The data for the charts were sourced from
the Election Commission of India’s results
for the Assembly elections of the States of
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam
and the Union Territory of Puducherry

TABLE 1: The share of postal votes in the four States and the Union

Territory of Puducherry

State EV!A votes Pﬂ;tﬂl votes 'I'ot_al votes | % of postal
(incr.) {in lakh) (incr.) votes
West Bengal 6.33 466 6.38 0.7
Tamil Nadu 4.88 5.22 4.93 11
Kerala 212 3.52 2.16 16
Assam 215 131 217 0.6
Puducherry 0.09 012 0.09 14
TABLE 2: The vote shares secured by incumbent alliances or partiesin
postal votes and EVM votes
State [ UT Incumbent % of postal votes % of EVM
party/alliance | (Change since 2021) votes
West Bengal TMC+ 33.7(-13.2) 41.1
Tamil Nadu DMK+ 38(-24.2) 313
Kerala LDF 36.3(-9.6) 36.8
Assam BJP+ 58.3 (+5.6) 47.6
Puducherry AINRC+ 463 (-1.22) 38.6

CHART 2: The performance of the DMK-led
alliance in the Assembly elections since 2006 in
terms of postal votes (in %)

2006 2011 2016 2021 2026

The 2021-to-2026 drop of 24 percentage points
is a stark departure from the overwhelming
support the DMK had enjoyed, especially after
the 2002-2003 mass protests of government
employees, which was brutally crushed by the
then AIADMK government led by Jayalalithaa,
which dismissed around 1.7 lakh employees

**Party and candidate-wise data on postal votes
are unavailable for years prior to 2006

CHART 1: How different alliances and parties fared in their shares of postal votes in the four States and the

Union Territory of Puducherry
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g gatal & TSR FH=RAT & AT Jeat

e The Election Commission (EC) allows postal ballots for certain sections of voters,
including government employees who are on poll duty, those who are serving in the armed
forces, elders aged 85 years or above and persons with disabilities.

foraTereT 3mT (EC) Fo faRI Acierer a9t &1 31e AU (WRFee daie) T giaur yerT adrg,
TS AT TYET TR AT TP AT, TFUEH Fell H R ik, 85 a8 AT 37X HAF
3T & RS AR TUT feeamTsieT 2nfae &
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SPOTLIGHT

Amarnath Tewary

Instances of contaminated
food served to children un-
der the government man-
dated midday meal in Bi-
har no longer make the
media’s big font news.
‘Their regularity numbs the
reader into indifference.

On May 7, up to 150 stu-
dents of a government
middle school in Bihar’s
Baluaha village in Saharsa
district fell sick and were
hospitalised. The children
had allegedly spotted a
dead baby snake in their
watery dal. They were
treated at a government
hospital and the local
Primary Health Centre.
‘The district administration
suspended two teachers
and all the nine cooks of
the school and lodged an
FIR against them.

Bharat Kumar Singh,
who functions as both the
Block Education Officer
(BEO) and Block Develop-
ment Officer (BDO) of Mah-
ishi block, says it is the ov-
erall responsibility of the
staff to make checks. “We
have started our confi-
dence building measures.
1, along with the cooks of
the school and other teach-
ers, taste the food first to
build confidence among
students. But they have

been refusing the food,
saying their parents have
told them not to eat it,”
rues Anupama Kumari Jha,
the school headmistress.

The parents are ner-
vous. “They have told us
not to eat the food, so we
carry food from home,”
says one student, with ma-
ny echoing her.

What was earlier the six-
days-a-week midday meal
scheme in schools was re-
christened the Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti Nir-
man scheme in 2021.

Bihar Finance Minister
Bijendra Prasad Yadav said
in his 202627 budget
speech that 68,813 schools
in the State and 1.04 crore
students from Class 1-8 are
covered under the scheme.
Children are given hot
cooked meals, either pre-
pared on campus or
brought in by an NGO.

Many incidents
Over the years, there have
been at least five incidents
of food contamination in
children’s food in the State.
In February 2025, about
100 children in Lakhisarai
district had symptoms of
food poisoning after they
complained of a lizard in
the food. In April that year,
over 100 children in Patna
district fell ill and a snake
was allegedly found in the
food. Later, in September,
about 85 children fell sick,

In Bihar, a plate of woe

A week after a suspected snake was found in a midday meal,

students in Saharsa district are too scared to eat lunch at school.

Under lens: The cooking facility of the NGO that supplied food to the school at Baluaha village in Bihar's
Saharsa district. Over 150 students allegedly fell ill after consuming the midday meal. AMARNATH TEWARY

again after a lizard was al-
legedly found in the
cooked vegetable.

For Baluaha village, the
base kitchen is located a ki-
lometre away. It is run by
an NGO, which states it
takes all “hygiene precau-
tions” in preparing food

for school students.

“In two blocks of the
district, Mahishi and Nau-
hatta, our Delhi-headquar-
tered organisation supplies
food to about 18,000 stu-
dents every day in over 150
government schools,” says
project coordinator Mo-

18M. In Bihar, a plate of woe
faer &, g@ Fr v grelt

e What was earlier the six-days-a-week midday meal scheme in schools was rechristened the
Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman scheme in 2021.

SiY TE el Thell F FATE A ©F e Telel arell [A5-3 #HieT ASTe &Y, 3@eht 2021 # A Feeeht
weTerHE qiyor erfere fawfor et & i aram

hammed Ejaz from the
Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhim Rao
Ambedkar Dalit Utthan
Evam Siksha Samiti.

He says 67 staff mem-
bers, including 16 cooks,
work at the NGO to supply
food to students in a 10-km
radius. The meal is typical-

ly served at 9 a.m. during
the morning shift of
schools in summer.

“Why was the FIR filed
against me? It was the NGO
that was supplying food,”
says the headmistress.

The school principal, Vi-
kas Kumar, was on casual
leave that day, she says,
making her the in-charge.

The school at Baluaha,
some 170 km north of Pat-
na, from where the alleged
food contamination report
had come on May 7, was es-
tablished in 1949. It has 828
students with more girls
than boys. There are 16
teachers and nine cooks.

“That day [May 7], 543
students had come to
school. A school cook, Kaili
Devi, asked the students
not to eat the food, when
she saw something in the
dal,” says Jha.

By then, some children
had started vomiting and
complaining of stomach
pain. “We called the local
Primary Health Centre and
police,” she says.

Kaili Devi says, “One of
the middle-school students
started crying out, ‘Chilla-
chilla (earthworm, earth-
worm). I spotted it too and
asked the children not to
eat the food.”

Saharsa District Pro-
gramme Officer Shalini Ja-
griti says the forensics
team is  determining
whether it was snake,

earthworm, or something
else. “They have taken a
sample of the food and the
‘creature’ for testing.”

Jha is grateful the chil-
dren were all discharged
from the healthcare units.
Even the parents of stu-
dents who were not in
school that day gathered
on the school campus and
shouted slogans against
the administration.

“We were panicked,”
says the headmistress.

One parent says, philo-
sophically, “Life is the only
thing that can never be re-
placed when lost.”

Another says, angrily,
that the poor were con-
demned to eat whatever
was handed out to them.
“Poverty is an injustice,”
the parent adds.

Delivery shortcomings
The Poshan scheme is
shared in cost by the Cen-
tral and State governments
in a ratio of 60:40. As of
May 2026, it is running in
all 38 districts of Bihar.

In May 2025, a month af-
ter over 100 children had
fallen sick after eating con-
taminated school food, the
National Human Rights
Commission issued a not-
ice to the Bihar govern-
ment seeking a detailed re-
port on the matter.

In July 2013, in Dharma-
sati Gandaman Primary
school in Masrakh block of

Saran district, 23 students
had died after eating a con-
taminated midday meal.

The incident had hit na-
tional and international
headlines and the school
principal, Meena Devi, was
later sentenced to 17 years
in jail, 10 years of which
are on charges of culpable
homicide not amounting
to murder and seven years
for criminal negligence,
though both sentences
were to run consecutively
and not concurrently.

Trade union report
In 2023, Jan Jagriti Shakti
Sangathan, a trade union
of unorganised sector
workers, released a report
titled, ‘Where are the Kids?
The Curious Case of Go-
vernment Schools in Bi-
har’. It was based on a sur-
vey of 81 schools in two
districts in north Bihar,
and offers glimpses into
the state of education in
the rural parts of the State.
“While it is not clear
why NGOs are involved in
the first place, the lack of a
uniform system for cook-
ing midday meals causes
confusion. There have
been numerous reports
from Bihar where children
have fallen sick after eating
the midday meal...,” the re-
port states.

amarnath.tewary
@thehindu.co.in

e The Poshan scheme is shared in cost by the Central and State governments in a ratio of
60:40.

TINOT FISTaAT hT ST vy IR AT THRT SIRT 60:40 & ATl H HISAT T AT &
o As of May 2026, it is running in all 38 districts of Bihar.
A 2026 d% Ig f9gR & Tefr 38 Torall & Tl W ¢

e In May 2025, a month after over 100 children had fallen sick after eating contaminated school
food, the National Human Rights Commission issued a notice to the Bihar government
seeking a detailed report on the matter.
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NEET row: Congress
ups the ante against
Education Minister

T!e lm!u !ureau

NEW DELHI

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhanmust
be sacked from the Cabinet
for the failures of his Minis-
try, including the recent
paper leak of the National
Eligibility-cum- Entrance
Test (NEET), Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi has de-
manded. “He [Mr. Prad-
han] has failed every single
age group of India’s stu-
dents at once,” Mr. Gandhi
said in a social media post
on Sunday.

At the first instance, the
NEET paper leak had af-
fected 22 lakh students, he
said. “Then CBSE Class 12
students receiving unex-
pectedly low marks from a
broken OSM [On-Screen
Marking] system — many
losing their college eligibili-
ty. Now lakhs of CBSE Class
IX students suddenly
asked to learn a new lan-
guage from July 1, with no
teachers, no textbooks,
and Class VI books being
handed to 14-year-olds as a
‘transitional’ fix,” he said.

There were three ex-
ams, three age groups, and
one Minister, Mr. Gandhi
said.

“Every announcement
plunges children deeper
into uncertainty. Every fai-
lure goes unpunished. The
Education Ministry has be-
come a department of dis-
asters,” he said, urging

Accused in NEET paper leak
case, being escorted to court.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to “at least apolo-
gise” to the lakhs of chil-
dren whose futures had
been destroyed by the Mi-
nistry’s actions.

He said the NEET paper
leak in 2024 did not lead to
the cancellation of exam or
the Minister’s resignation,
while in 2026 the exam
was cancelled but the Mi-
nister still did not resign,
with CBI probes and pa-
nels in both cases and
questioned why leaks keep
recurring and the govern-
ment remains silent. In
2024, the NEET paper was
leaked, but the exam was
not cancelled, Mr. Gandhi
said.

“Mr. Modi, the country
is asking you some ques-
tions — answer them! Why
are paper leaks happening
repeatedly? Why are you
silent time and again on
this ‘exam paper discus-
sion’? ” he said.

18M. NEET row: Congress ups the ante against
Education Minister

e [Qare: F19w & Rew 7:=0 & e gq7er ae fFar

e “Then CBSE Class 12 students receiving unexpectedly low
marks from a broken OSM (On-Screen Marking) system — many
losing their college eligibility.”

Ty Hrefiowg FaTr 12 & SHET S WU IHTHATH (3TT-FhieT ATfhaT)

NEW DELHI

mid concerns ex-
Apressed by stu-
dents and parents

over the on-screen mark-
ing (OSM) system to eval-
uate Class 12 answer
sheets, the Union Educa-
tion Ministry and the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) defend-
ed the method on Sunday.

Union Secretary of
School Education Sanjay
Kumar and CBSE Chair-
man Rahul Singh told
presspersons here that the
aim of OSM was to improve
transparency of the system
and that students could go
for revaluation at a re-
duced cost.

The officials, when
asked if any study was con-
ducted before launching
the new system, said the
only change in the system
was that evaluators, rather
than evaluating hard co-
pies of mark sheets, are do-
ing the marking process

Technical upgrade: As a remedial measure, the answer sheets are
manually evaluated and fed in the systems, official says. ANI

on-screen. “So, it is not a
difference. That has to be
appreciated,” Mr. Singh
said.

OSM for transparency
Mr. Kumar said OSM was a
practice followed by va-
rious national universities,
educational institutions,
and many foreign universi-
ties too. Seeking to dispel
anxieties over the new sys-
tem among students and
parents, he said it would
improve evaluation and
transparency.

The Union Secretary
said that earlier evaluation
was generally done within
the geographical jurisdic-
tion of the respective re-
gional offices: “However,
with OSM, it has now be-
come possible to have
answer sheets evaluated
even outside the regional
office area”

The officials said 98 lakh
answer  sheets  were
scanned for Class 12 and
three levels of security
were followed during the
process.

18M. Centre defends on-screen marking system for Class 12
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Centre defends on-screen
marking system for Class 12

New system introduced to improve transparency and with OSM, evaluation can be done even
outside the regional office area, says official; mark sheet re-evaluation fee reduced to 100

“It was found that des-
pite repeated scanning,
there were still some legi-
bility issues because the
ink used in some answer
sheets was of a very light
colour. Even after scan-
ning, those scripts could
not be made fully legible,”
Mr. Kumar said.

When asked about the
remedial measures, he said
examiners were instructed
to evaluate the scripts ma-
nually and award marks ac-
cordingly. “More than
13,000 such answer sheets
were separately identified
and manually checked. Af-
ter manual evaluation, the
marks obtained were en-
tered into the system,” he
said.

Fee for re-evaluation
The officials informed that
the CBSE has reduced the
fee for viewing mark sheets
from ¥700 to %100. Fee for
verification or validation of
the answer sheet, that too
will cost 100 instead of
3500.

e New system introduced to improve transparency and with OSM, evaluation can be done

even outside the regional office area, says official.

3fHRY & Tt o TRERTar ser & T 7S Jomelr ey 978 ¥ R Awwes & AT F aE

SIATeTT &1 o STeX 3 FHodiehe (ohaT ST HehelT B
o Mark sheet re-evaluation fee reduced to ¥100.

AHENE Yereodichet Yeh BETRT T100 T fem I &l
e Union Secretary of School Education Sanjay Kumar and CBSE Chairman Rahul Singh told

presspersons here that the aim of OSM was to improve transparency of the system and that
students could go for revaluation at a reduced cost.
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e The officials, when asked if any study was conducted before launching the new system, said
the only change in the system was that evaluators, rather than evaluating hard copies of mark
sheets, are doing the marking process on-screen.

ST TR & IoT 1T fof 7S JUTTeT oI19] el § Ugel IS 31EAAT FohT a1T AT AT 7, ot
37g1eY gl T JOTTel H Shdol SleTT dGlld §m%%mmmgmﬁméﬁﬁ
TN HTeT-EhIeT HedTehel F T o

e ‘It was found that despite repeated scanning, there were still some legibility issues because
the ink used in some answer sheets was of a very light colour.”

“Tg AT ITT foh TR-GR Eholel o STas[e $O TSAIA It FHEAV o1l I Flfeh Ho 3T
GREERTHT 3 SEAATE Y IS TATEY T LT SEA Fobr ATI"
e “Even after scanning, those scripts could not be made fully legible,” Mr. Kumar said.

“TEhfeAaT o a1 81 3eT 3R YREARIAT 1 U e TG AT 76T AT ST Tehl,” AT FHAR o FgT|
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Trade, energy, and global
contlicts at top of agenda
during PM’s Norway visit

Suhasini Haidar
0SLO

Trade and energy supplies
will top the agenda as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi lands here on Mon-
day for the first bilateral vi-
sit by an Indian Prime Mi-
nister in 43 years to
Norway, one of the world’s
major oil and gas
exporters.

Mr. Modi is scheduled to
hold talks with Norwegian
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Stere, and both leaders will
address a business summit
as both countries seek new
markets and new techno-
logical collaborations.

The visit will also in-
clude the 3rd Nordic-India
summit, bringing together
leaders of the five Nordic
Countries of Norway, Swe-
den, Finland, Iceland, and
Denmark on Tuesday. The
summit had to be can-
celled last year after the Pa-
halgam terrorist attack and
the four-day India-Pakistan
conflict. In addition, dis-
cussions on the conflicts in
Ukraine, Iran, and Gaza
are expected to come up in
both bilateral and multilat-
eral discussions.

India and Norway are
expected to announce
three government-to-go-
vernment MoUs which will
focus on health coopera-
tion, digital infrastructure
and space ties. At least 18
MoUs are expected bet-
ween businesses during
the visit, many of which
will be in the field of ener-
gy. “We are discussing
more and more what we
can do together on energy,
and we are expecting sev-
eral business-to-business
MOUs on the energy side,”
Norwegian Ambassador to
India May-Elin Stener told
The Hindu, citing a big con-
signment of LNG delivered
to India last week, part ofa
15-year deal with Norwe-
gian energy major
Equinor.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed in Gothenburg,
Sweden. Swedish Prime Minister UIf Kristersson is present. PTI

India upgrades bilateral
ties with the Netherlands

Suhasini Haidar
0SLO

India and the Netherlands
upgraded bilateral ties to a
Strategic Partnership and
signes 17 pacts and MoUs

during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
the country on Saturday
and Sunday.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

India hopes to discuss
more investment from
Norwegian pension funds,
the world’s wealthiest, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said in a briefing last week.
According to Ministry of
External Affairs figures, ov-
er 700 Nordic firms oper-
ate in India, and around
150 Indian firms have a
presence in Nordic re-
gions. India’s bilateral
trade in goods and services
is well below potential, say
experts, with about $19 bil-
lion with Nordic countries,
and both sides are seeking
more collaborations.

The timing of Mr. Modi’s
visit to Norway and the
Nordic Summit is signifi-
cant, given that the leaders
are converging for the first
time since 2022, and the
Russia-Ukraine war, Is-
rael’s attack on Gaza after
the October 7 attacks and
the U.S.-Israel war with
Iran, all are having an im-
pact on the global econo-
my. “The world has
changed a lot since [the
last Nordic-India Summit].

So, all five Nordic countries
are really looking forward
to discussing geopolitical
issues with the leader of
the most populous coun-
try, and there will also be a
lot of discussions on cli-
mate, on green future sus-
tainability and how we can
work closely together as
democracies,” Ambassa-
dor Stener said.

Focus will also be on In-
dia’s response to U.S. sanc-
tions waivers on Russian
oil, which lapsed on
Saturday.

Mr. Modi held also wide-
ranging talks with his
Swedish counterpart UIf
Kristersson on Sunday, fo-
cusing on trade, technolo-
gy, defence, and other key
sectors. Mr. Modi, who ar-
rived on Sunday, was also
awarded the ‘Royal Order
of the Polar Star, Degree
Commander Grand Cross’
in recognition of his excep-
tional contribution to In-

dia-Sweden relationship
and his visionary
leadership.

(With PTI inputs)

18M. Trade, energy, and global
conflicts at top of agenda during
PM’s Norway visit

FeTeTHE Y A AT F SR SAUR,
Fal 3 ARTw Fu¥ weis A FEW FW

e The visit will also include the 3rd
Nordic-India summit, bringing together
leaders of the five Nordic Countries of
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, and
Denmark on Tuesday.

S IMET H R AlfSP-9Ra Rex a@
&Y enfAer grem, fSas HereraR & A1, Fis,
ReeTels, aMswds 3R 3AaF & AT F TH
T ST ST

e According to Ministry of External
Affairs figures, over 700 Nordic firms
operate in India, and around 150 Indian
firms have a presence in Nordic regions.

IS AT & el %ﬁogau, HRT & 700
q AHOF AlfSH FUAIT PRI &, 3R FTar3rer
150 ARAT HYfAT ST Alfseh &3 7 39ieafa
gl

e India’s bilateral trade in goods and
services is well below potential, say experts,
with about $19 billion with Nordic countries,
and both sides are seeking more
collaborations.

TareIr=if oh1 ehgetr & o a3t 3 Jamait &
IR T Efa9eiir AR 379ef &THAT 8 sy
HH &, S Al ST & AT TIHIT 19 3R
3TeR &, 3R ST et 31fres TgIeT I dermer
TG B

e Mr. Modi, who arrived on Sunday,
was also awarded the ‘Royal Order of the
Polar Star, Degree Commander Grand
Cross’ in recognition of his exceptional

contribution to India-Sweden relationship
and his visionary leadership.

(AR T qge A FEY T HRA- TS Haet
# 3eTeh ITETYROT ATere 3R el Adca &
TFEATT H U ST A6 g N TR, 3
FATS A3 Fiw I of geataa frar i
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At UN, India
flags attacks
on vessels in

Hormuz strait
GSILIR ]

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

Targeting commercial
shipping, endangering civi-
lian crew, and impeding
freedom of navigation in
the Strait of Hormuz is “un-
acceptable”, India’s Per-
manent Representative to
the UN Parvathaneni Har-
ish has said.

The remarks at a special
meeting of the United Na-
tions Economic and Social
Council (UNECOSOC) on
safeguarding energy and
supply flows came days af-
ter an India-flagged com-
mercial vessel came under
attack off the coast of
Oman. Omani authorities
rescued all 14 crew mem-
bers of the vessel sailing
from Somalia, but it was
not immediately known
who carried out the strike.

In a post on X on Sun-
day, Mr. Harish said that at
the meeting, he shared In-
dia’s approach to the re-
cent energy and fertilizer
crisis caused by the West
Asia conflict. “A combina-
tion of short-term and
structural measures along-
side international coopera-
tion are essential to res-
pond to the crisis,” he said.

“Reiterated that target-
ing of commercial ship-
ping, endangering civilian
crew and impeding free-
dom of navigation in the
Strait of Hormuz, are unac-
ceptable. International law
in this regard must be fully
respected,” he added.
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18M. At UN, India flags attacks on vessels in Hormuz strait
IFA AT A AR A G TASHEHET H SAGToAT I eIl T Haam
Jordar

e The remarks at a special meeting of the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (UNECOSOC) on safeguarding energy and supply flows came
days after an India-flagged commercial vessel came under attack off the coast of
Oman.

Fott R 3TYfct TaTe S FR&T IR FYF Tsg i 3 gt aRwe (UN
ECOSOC) &1 faQly Soeh & Ig fevquh 36 gea & $o fewil aTe 31s, 51a 3= &
at%qmma:&aamﬁwaﬁ%aamwmgmw
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India, Netherlands upgrade
bilateral ties, sign 17 pacts

Deals inked cover areas of water, agriculture, health, renewable energy, critical minerals and a

semiconductor project; govt. pushes back on Dutch concerns over press freedom, minority rights

Suhasini Haidar
OSLO

ndia and the Nether-
l lands upgraded bilat-

eral ties to a Strategic
Partnership during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the country on Sa-
turday and Sunday. The
two sides signed 17 agree-
ments and memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) in
areas of “WAH” (water,
agriculture, and health),
renewable energy, critical
minerals, and a semicon-
ductor fabrication project
between TATA Electronics
and Dutch company
ASML.

Recently elected Dutch
Prime Minister Rob Jetten
said he had raised “sensi-
tive topics” with Mr. Modi,
including a legal custody
and abduction case involv-
ing a Dutch-born child, In-
siya. Besides, a number of
Dutch media outlets re-
ported that Mr. Jetten
spoke about concerns over
“press freedoms and mi-
nority rights in India”,
which the External Affairs
Ministry later pushed back
on.

‘New momentum’

Mr. Modi said the meetings
had added a “new momen-
tum” to the India-Nether-
lands ties. “From elevating
our relationship to a Stra-

Diplomatic visit: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Dutch
counterpart Rob Jetten at a meeting in The Hague on Saturday. ANI

tegic Partnership to ex-
panding cooperation in
water resources, semicon-
ductors, innovation, de-
fence, sustainability and
mobility, we have charted
an ambitious road map for
the future,” he said in a so-
cial media post after leav-
ing the Netherlands. Mr.
Modi flew to Sweden on
Sunday for a half-day stop
as part of his five-nation
week-long visit, which will
bring him to Oslo on Mon-
day for bilateral talks and
the Nordic-India Summit.
“The strategic partner-
ship we are entering into
today between India and
the Netherlands also offers
us opportunities to discuss
sensitive topics more fre-
quently,” said Prime Minis-
ter Jetten during press
statement at his official re-

sidence, the Catshuis,
where he met with Mr. Mo-
di, Dutch newspaper Het
Parool reported.

‘Lack of understanding’
Mr. Jetten also reportedly
said that “the Netherlands
and the European Union
are worried about press
freedom and minority
rights, among them the
Muslim community and
smaller communities”. At
an External Affairs Minis-
try briefing on Sunday, two
Dutch journalists sought
the Ministry’s response to
the comments and also
asked why the Prime Mi-
nister had not joined the
press conference.

“This question comes
because of the lack of un-
derstanding,” retorted Mi-
nistry Secretary (West) Sibi

George in a lengthy res-
ponse about India’s diver-
sity in culture, language,
food, and religion to a
question from Dutch new-
spaper de Volkskrant. “To-
day we are 1.4 billion peo-
ple, diverse, living in peace
and harmony. And a demo-
cratically elected govern-
ment where peaceful tran-
sition of power happens,”
he said. However, he ad-
ded that he had not seen
the statement by Mr. Jetten
that the journalists had re-
ferred to, but was giving
the “factual position”.
“You need to have more
understanding of India to
appreciate what India is,”
he told another journalist
from NRC.

The spokesperson also
told The Hindu that the
Dutch PM “didn’t raise
anything like that in the bi-
lateral meetings or any oth-
er engagement with PM”.

Mr. George acknow-
ledged Mr. Jetten raised the
case of Insiya, allegedly ab-
ducted by her father (an In-
dian) in 2016, as her moth-
er protested during Mr.
Modi’s visit, seeking India’s
help to trace and extradite
the child and bring the
father to justice. “A case is
in the court, it is sub judice,
so I would not like to com-
ment on this at this stage,
but it was raised [by the
Dutch PM],” he said.

18M. India, Netherlands upgrade bilateral ties, sign 17 pacts
#Ra 3R Aetels & gRvafia Faut w 3eaa @, 17 g#sital . gFaner Fe

¢ India and the Netherlands upgraded bilateral ties to a Strategic Partnership during Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the country on Saturday and Sunday.
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HEYT T 0TI FBIERY dh a1 fohaT|

e The two sides signed 17 agreements and memoranda of understanding (MoUs) in areas of

“WAH” (water, agriculture, and health), renewable energy, critical minerals, and a

semiconductor fabrication project between TATA Electronics and Dutch company ASML.

alet gadt o “WAH” (STeT, Fi 3R Faree) &35, Fdientola eil, Agcaqul @istsi 3R T
FATAFH TUT 5T =l ASML & ey Fefehserel THHT0T aRTISTAT & 53 17 Fagital 3k
FHSIET ATTAT (MoUs) TR gEaTeR fhu|

Oslo summit must mark India’s northward turn

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

Oslo on May 18-19 for the third

India-Nordic Summit comes as the logic of
India’s engagement with Northern Europe has
fundamentally changed. When India first met the
Nordics — Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark
and Iceland - in Stockholm in 2018, and again in
Copenhagen in 2022, the relationship was
anchored largely in climate cooperation,
innovation, digitalisation and the blue economy.
Those priorities remain important, but a
transformed geopolitical landscape is giving the
partnership strategic depth and economic
purpose.

The change underway reflects developments
beyond bilateral ties. The war in Ukraine has
transformed Europe’s security order, while
strains within the trans-Atlantic alliance have
unsettled long-standing assumptions. Denmark,
current chair of the Arctic Council, faces renewed
pressure from the United States and strategic
interest over Greenland.

The spotlight on the Arctic

The Arctic, once insulated from geopolitical
rivalry, is emerging as a theatre of competition
over shipping routes, energy resources, critical
minerals and strategic infrastructure. Finland and
Sweden’s respective accessions to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) have rewired
Nordic security architecture, leaving Russia as the
Arctic Council’s sole non-NATO member. The
Russia-China partnership has acquired a polar
dimension through cooperation on Arctic
shipping and energy. These shifts shape the
agenda Mr. Modi will encounter in Oslo.

India and the Nordics now matter more to
each other than before, with converging interests
in technology, supply chains, maritime security
and green energy.

Norway’s revised High North strategy balances
scientific cooperation with rising security
concerns. Denmark, through Greenland,
occupies a pivotal position in emerging Arctic sea
routes and critical mineral networks. Sweden and
Finland contribute advanced defence
technologies, innovation ecosystems and Arctic
capabilities. Iceland offers geothermal expertise

Ajai Malhotra

Distinguished Fellow
and Senior Adviser
(Climate Change),
TERI, and former
Indian Ambassador
to Russia, Kuwait,
UN/New York,

and Romania

Changing Arctic
geopolitics gives
India-Nordic ties
renewed
strategic
significance

directly relevant to India’s Himalayan regions.

The Arctic, once defined by scientific
cooperation, is increasingly shaped by
deterrence, energy rivalry and military
positioning. New technologies, from autonomous
underwater vehicles to satellite-enabled seabed
mapping, are reshaping Arctic security, even as
vulnerabilities in undersea cables and critical
infrastructure grow.

India joined the Arctic Council as an observer
in 2013. Its Himadri research station, IndARC
underwater observatory and Gruvebadet
atmospheric laboratory, in Norway, give India a
meaningful Arctic footprint. But science alone
cannot safeguard Indian interests in a region
increasingly shaped by geopolitics.

As a stakeholder
India is not an Arctic nation, but it is undeniably
an Arctic stakeholder. The Arctic is warming
more than three times faster than the global
average. Ice loss in the Barents-Kara Sea has been
linked to variability in India’s summer monsoon,
while rising polar melt threatens India’s coastline,
ports and island territories through sea-level rise.
The commercial and strategic stakes are
equally important. Accelerating ice melt is
opening Arctic waters to shipping, resource
extraction and military deployment. The
Northern Sea Route along Russia’s Arctic coast is
becoming more navigable, with implications for
trade and maritime connectivity. Extending the
Chennai-Vladivostok corridor to Murmansk and
onward to the Nordics would create a maritime
link connecting India, Japan, Russia and Northern
Europe. India’s Arctic engagement with the
Nordics can proceed alongside its partnership
with Russia; the two are not a zero-sum game.
India must construct a small fleet of five
Arctic-capable, ice-class tankers under its
Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy by
2030-31. Delay in building such capacity risks
locking India out of early-mover advantages in
Arctic shipping and energy logistics. An
India-Arctic Economic Forum could connect
Indian industry with opportunities in manpower,
shipping, energy and infrastructure. It could
champion an “Arctic-Himalaya Climate Data

18M. Oslo summit must mark India’s northward turn

3T @ FFATT AR &F STRAE! TG FT bl delall AT

Corridor” with the Nordics for joint monitoring of
climate linkages affecting monsoons and sea-level
rise. India should appoint a Special Envoy for
Arctic Affairs. Unlike the four other Asian
observer states in the Arctic Council, it lacks one.

Focus areas

Nordic countries lead globally in offshore wind,
hydrogen, electric mobility and green shipping,
while India’s clean-energy ambitions require
technology, investment and trusted partnerships.
Cooperation must move beyond buyer-seller
arrangements towards co-development and
production in offshore wind manufacturing,
green hydrogen and grid-balancing technologies.

Norway’s deep-sea mining ambitions,
Sweden’s rare earths and iron ore, and
Denmark’s Greenland link offer supply-chain
diversification amid concerns over China’s
processing dominance. Nordic strengths in
telecommunications, semiconductors, batteries,
artificial intelligence and advanced materials
complement India’s scale, engineering talent and
manufacturing ambitions, supporting more
resilient supply chains.

Maritime cooperation deserves equal
attention. India’s economic future depends on
secure sea lanes, resilient ports and efficient
logistics, while Nordic countries lead globally in
shipping technology, maritime digitisation,
shipbuilding innovation and sustainable port
infrastructure. Disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz have exposed maritime vulnerabilities,
making route and partnership diversification
strategically valuable. Deeper India-Nordic
maritime cooperation would advance the
economic and geopolitical interests of both.

For the Nordics, a re-emerging India offers
scale, growth and a trusted democratic partner in
the Indo-Pacific; for India, the Nordics provide
technology, capital and expertise, without
hegemonic pressures. As the Arctic becomes
more contested and consequential, the Oslo
summit should mark the point at which episodic
engagement gives way to sustained strategic
partnership.

The views expressed are personal

¢ Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Oslo on May 18-19 for the third India-Nordic

Summit comes as the logic of India’s engagement with Northern Europe has fundamentally
changed.

N HRA-ATTSF RAIET FFAeT & fAT 18-19 HE 1 3T 1 AT 9T 37 T TUTAHAT g Ay
T UE GRT TH AT 8T TgT & ST 3o JAT o 1Y 3R o SJSTd I TI&T Hefs{T ¥ I ol I
gl

e When India first met the Nordics — Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Iceland —in
Stockholm in 2018, and again in Copenhagen in 2022, the relationship was anchored
largely in climate cooperation, innovation, digitalisation and the blue economy.

ST R o Ugell IR 2018 7 TN H TUT IaT: 2022 H FeTearet # AlfsH et — Ald, Ffisa,
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frerels, 3w 3R amgwels — & Ty Soh &1 oY, A9 Ig HoeT HTIA: STerdTg HedT, AdTaR,
f3fSreeientor 3R Aol 3rdfegawar W 3menia o

Finland and Sweden’s respective accessions to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) have rewired Nordic security architecture, leaving Russia as the Arctic Council’s sole
non-NATO member.

Rrerdls 3R Fefisar & 3 sreaifes Wit @arsar (NATO) & iAo g1 & wA1TSeh FRaTr TXeei
QAT 8T 918 &, Torad T 3Tehieeh IRVE T ThAT IR-NATO HeFd 1§ ¢ |

India and the Nordics now matter more to each other than before, with converging interests
in technology, supply chains, maritime security and green energy.

R 3R S =T 31 Tgel T Jofell & Ueh-g@ o foIw 37fereh Fgeayol g arv €, #ifsh
sitenfavehy, 3mafet sigre, Fd e N g Fait 7 37 e FfFERA ST W E

Denmark, through Greenland, occupies a pivotal position in emerging Arctic sea routes and
critical mineral networks.

ST, Metels & ATCTH W, 39 Ik Tael ATt AR Agcaqot wiarst aeash 7 iy Feufa
AT &

Sweden and Finland contribute advanced defence technologies, innovation ecosystems and
Arctic capabilities.

FdtseT 3R Reerels 3oo1d T&T dicAifaiferar, Aarar aiRfEafaedr a7 dor 3mhfes sade yare
Fd ol

Iceland offers geothermal expertise directly relevant to India’s Himalayan regions.

IMFHAS H-ATNY FAATHAT YTl AT &, S AR & fRATerRAT 8141 & fAIT JezreT & & wrafaes g

The Arctic, once defined by scientific cooperation, is increasingly shaped by deterrence,
energy rivalry and military positioning.

S AThfes FHoll FATTIeh TEIRT & TR 81T AT, g 379 UTaRIYT &737dT, Fatt ufaeay’ ik
V7 Jarelt & 31T wemfad et wr dl

India joined the Arctic Council as an observer in 2013.

R 2013 7 Arhfes TRYE H THAETH Fard & w9 3 A g7 2|

Its Himadri research station, INdARC underwater observatory and Gruvebadet
atmospheric laboratory, in Norway, give India a meaningful Arctic footprint.

aﬁﬁﬁmmwma@mﬁm INdARC STeI#@eT Y ITelT T Gruvebadet argHsT
YARTRATAT AR I HTehiceh &TF H Ueh HgcaquT SUTEAT Terel #:d &

India is not an Arctic nation, but it is undeniably an Arctic stakeholder.
TR Ueh 3T Tsg 781 §, o] a5 IEwides v Agcayu’ I ies Raun ¢
The Arctic Is warming more than three times faster than the global average.

s ety ARaes 3taa i Jorarr 7 dfter 7o st g afy Aot gAY T B

Ice loss in the Barents-Kara Sea has been linked to variability in India’s summer monsoon,
while rising polar melt threatens India’s coastline, ports and island territories through sea-level
rise.

TNCH-FRT VR H T o &RT 1 HRA & AISHBTENT ATTHA H TRecTaTeleral & ST AT e,
ST ¢ ath o Too TUHTd & THe-F Je 1t & AETH A R o qerg &1, seamel 3
AN 813t &l WAl 3cTeot &1 @l o

The commercial and strategic stakes are equally important.

STaET R s fRd off T ¥ & Fecaqor ¢ |

Accelerating ice melt is opening Arctic waters to shipping, resource extraction and military
deployment.

S & TErerclt s1th 3TTehfeeh STefale ah THET TRag, HATHH alget 3R e AeATell & folw et
@l
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The Northern Sea Route along Russia’s Arctic coast is becoming more navigable, with
implications for trade and maritime connectivity.

T F i de & Ty oy Atéel W T 3110 FlagsT T9T §a7a1 57 WM &, foraehr werma
SR 3R T HUh TR I3 |

Extending the Chennai-Vladivostok corridor to Murmansk and onward to the Nordics
would create a maritime link connecting India, Japan, Russia and Northern Europe.

Yearg-saTfeaIFale AR T FAIATEH IR 31T AlfSH it Toh FaIEART Il § HRA, ST,
wH 3 A AT I SASe AT FHGT IS FATAT BT

India must construct a small fleet of five Arctic-capable, ice-class tankers under its
Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy by 2030-31.

IR Y 2030-31 T 3791 STgTeT fAATOT faelir wgraar Afar & 3ideTa arer 3 feh-waTsd 3msH-
FaTH SR FT Tk BIET 93T IR AT AR

An India-Arctic Economic Forum could connect Indian industry with opportunities in
manpower, shipping, energy and infrastructure.

& HIET § S FHAT &

It could champion an “Arctic-Himalaya Climate Data Corridor” with the Nordics for joint
monitoring of climate linkages affecting monsoons and sea-level rise.

g FATSeh ST & T eIt HTRET 3R TG -TX Jeie T FeTTa et alel STofary Hetil hr
TYF IR & “IHTh ReF-ReATery Srerarg 31 FINER? T FAST R FhaT1 ¢

India should appoint a Special Envoy for Arctic Affairs.

IR 1 3T FmeTert 3 fare Rrey gt forgeret ahetr BT |

Unlike the four other Asian observer states in the Arctic Council, it lacks one.

I&HREF IRYG & 3 IR TRIATS qdeTsh g2t & faudid, #Rd & 918 Thr hig faRY g o781 8

Focus areas

HET B1H &1

Nordic countries lead globally in offshore wind, hydrogen, electric mobility and green
shipping, while India’s clean-energy ambitions require technology, investment and trusted
partnerships.

s ger STRGT T I 3R 9ot Fa1, g1531eir, Rega arfrelieran sik gl wtager 1 3m@rofr
g, STk AR T TITS Sl AcaThIalI3il & forw Slefarenr, faaer 3R faaaeta arsieiar
HTGRISAT ¢ |

Cooperation must move beyond buyer-seller arrangements towards co-development and
production in offshore wind manufacturing, green hydrogen and grid-balancing technologies.

TR FI el hl-faehdT STaEAT ¥ MY dgad 3iTHeR gasT aTor, gl ersgisr aur fFrs-
HeJolel TRl & Tgerd faahrT iR curest S feem & o S =ifgw|
Norway’s deep-sea mining ambitions, Sweden’s rare earths and iron ore, and Denmark’s

Greenland link offer supply-chain diversification amid concerns over China’s processing
dominance.

A Y TG TG F WA Hpearhiany, TlseT & goleT a1 ced 31N ollg 3rATah, AT ST &
Merels & 3 FaTEreT =l 3 THERIOT FeIcd I ooy I3t & e 3mqfet Her fafatheor &
3EE &Il Y B
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and advanced materials complement India’s scale, engineering talent and manufacturing
ambitions, supporting more resilient supply chains.

IEAR, Az, R, Fier geftmar 3k seoa anwft 7 AffSe qait i sHa sRa &

farermer Yarer, Sfferafier gider 3ik faforafor Agcarniamait 1 qxe s=7ch &, fored 31t goo
3Mqfct HEen3it s AT AT gl

U.S., China, and the search for stability

Why did Trump visit China amid its war with Iran? What were the key issues discussed between Trump and Xi? What were the major achievements of the

WORLD INSIGHT

Anand V.

onald Trump, U.S. President,

visited China during May 13-15

to meet with his counterpart,

Xi Jinping, after a nine-year
gap. The visit was dominated by
symbolism and lacked immediate tangible
deliverables. Nonetheless, there was a
clear acknowledgment from both sides
about the need to restore stability after a
decade of trade war.

‘What is the context and significance
of Trump’s visit to China?

To understand the motivations behind
Mr. Trump’s visit to China, it is important
to look back at the trajectory of U.S.-China
relations over the past decade. Mr.
Trump’s first presidency initiated
America’s trade war against China in
2018. This was aimed at decoupling the
two countries from four decades of
economic interdependence, which was
increasingly strained by strategic
competition.

After Mr. Trump’s return as President
in 2025, he escalated tariffs on China,
prompting equal retaliation from Beijing.
Eventually, a one-year trade war truce
was announced in South Korea in October
2025 during the APEC summit in Busan —
the first and only other time Mr. Trump
met Mr. Xi during the former’s second
term. Though this meeting led to a freeze
in the deterioration of U.S.-China ties, a
thaw was pending. The recent visit was
primarily aimed at initiating this thaw.

The visit is happening at a time when
the world is facing an energy crisis
resulting from the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz during the ongoing Iran-U.S. war.
Simultaneously, cross-strait ties between
China and Taiwan are under mounting
strain, with Taiwan’s pro-independence
Democratic Progressive Party government
facing off against Beijing, which has
become increasingly assertive about
reunifying the island with the mainland.
Given Taiwan’s defence ties with the U.S.,
any cross-strait conflict can flare up into
one involving the U.S. Consequently,
cooperation between the U.S. and China
has become imperative to safeguard
global stability.

The visiting delegation was marked by
the presence of the most high-profile
American business executives
representing the key private players in the
American economy. The selection of the
CEOs in Mr. Trump’s business delegation
indicated that technology,
semiconductors, aerospace, and
agriculture were the key focus of the trade
discussions. The inclusion of Pete Hegseth
was unprecedented, as it marked the first
time a sitting U.S. Defence Secretary (now
Secretary of War) accompanied an
American President on a state visit to
China. His presence highlighted the U.S.
efforts to dial down the military tensions
with China amid the rising cross-strait
volatility. By receiving U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio as an official state guest
despite its own existing sanctions against
him, Beijing underscored its commitment
to restoring stability to the bilateral
relationship.

What were the expectations from
both sides?

Mr. Trump’s expectations from the visit
seem to be based on three important
objectives: salvaging ties with China at a
time of global tumult, expanding market
access in China amidst domestic
challenges, and securing Beijing’s support

meeting? What does this visit portend for their bilateral relations?

Strengthening ties: U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, in Beijing on Friday. AnI

to end the war with Iran.

It has to be noted that U.S. mid-term
elections are due this year, which will
decide the fate of the Trump
administration’s remaining term. With
energy costs climbing, Mr. Trump clearly
aimed to use the visit to clinch a trade
deal and open the Chinese market to
American businesses. He desperately
wanted China to buy more chips, aircraft,
agricultural produce, and energy. Jensen
Huang, CEO of Nvidia, was added to the
business delegation at the last minute as
Washington sought to convince China to
purchase Nvidia’s H200 Graphics
Processing Units (GPUs) in return for
easing technology restrictions. The U.S.
was also awaiting three deals — the three
Bs (beans, beef, and Boeing). China had
earlier targeted soybeans and beef during
the trade war to inflict pain on the U.S.,
while purchases of Boeing aircraft had
stopped since 2017 amid worsening ties.

Meanwhile, Mr. Xi’s expectations
centred on keeping the U.S. away from
Taiwan and bringing back a much-needed
sense of normalcy in bilateral relations
with the U.S.

In return for China’s diplomatic
support towards winding down the
Iran-U.S. war, Beijing may have expected
Mr. Trump to formally denounce any
efforts by the Taiwanese government
towards Taiwanese independence. The
visit by Cheng Li-wun, opposition leader
from the pro-Beijing Kuomintang Party in
Taiwan, may also have been timed to
strengthen China’s negotiating position
on Taiwan.

China has high stakes in Iran and the
Strait of Hormuz — its ability to resolve the
West Asian crisis diplomatically would not
just secure its economic interests, but also
deepen its strategic foothold in the
region. As much as Mr. Xi would like to
get some relief from technology
restrictions, he may also have wanted to
utilise the pageantry of the visit to bolster
his image in the domestic political milieu,

where power struggles within the
Communist Party of China have reached
levels of intensity unseen in decades.

What were the major outcomes of the
visit?

The visit turned out to be more symbolic
than substantial, with no joint statements
published or agreements signed during
the visit, contrary to expectations. Likely,
the deals are still in process, and the
details may emerge in the coming days
and weeks.

What stood out during the visit was the
personal chemistry between the two
leaders, as they indulged in both formal
and informal exchange of views for
several hours in the Great Hall of the
People, the Temple of Heaven, and the
Zhongnanhai leadership compound in
Beijing. At these venues, Mr. Xi projected
China’s political and civilisational might in
front of Mr. Trump. Some of the remarks
and statements made during the
interactions offered vague indications
about where the two countries wanted to
take the bilateral relations.

At the state banquet, Mr. Xi said that
China and the U.S. should be “partners
rather than rivals” and stressed that both
countries “must make it work and never
mess it up”. According to Chinese
readouts, Mr. Xi said that Mr. Trump had
agreed on a new vision of a “constructive
China-U.S. relationship of strategic
stability” for the next three years — the
remaining period of Mr. Trump’s
presidency. Mr. Xi also signalled openness
to American exports, telling business
leaders accompanying Mr. Trump that
“China’s doors to the outside world will
open wider and wider.”

However, Mr. Xi was very categorical
about Taiwan to the American delegati

hope to usher in the “best U.S.-China
relationship in history”, even using the
controversial term “G2”. According to
him, China had offered to buy 200 Boeing
aircraft and 450-500 aircraft engines from
the U.S. China’s commerce ministry later
on confirmed that such arrangements
were reached, without details.

As per Mr. Trump, Mr. Xi expressed
interest in buying more oil from the U.S.
to reduce dependence on the Strait of
Hormuz, and in resolving the regional
crisis. He further mentioned that China
had agreed to buy American soybeans. It
has to be noted that during the visit,
China restored the licenses for hundreds
of American beef plants.

Although Mr. Trump acknowledged
that China is serious about developing its
own chip capability, he retained hope
about the sales of Nvidia’s H200 chips.
Mr. Trump held on to America’s
traditional “strategic ambiguity” about
Taiwan during the visit, but he did
mention to the American media after the
visit that “the last thing we need now is a
war 9,500 miles away”. Further, he
remained vague about going ahead with
arms sales to Taiwan.

Even though the visit gave an
impression of a likely thaw unfolding, the
questions posed by Mr. Xi to his guests
remains, and perhaps may remain,
unanswered — “can China and the United
States overcome the Thucydides Trap and
create a new paradigm of major country
relations? Can we meet global challenges
together and provide greater stability for
the world? Can we build a bright future
together for our bilateral relations in the
interest of the well-being of the two
peoples and the future of humanity?”
(Anand V. is an Assistant Professor (Senior
Scale) of and International

He warned that “the two countries will
have frictions or even confrontation” if
the U.S. does not handle the Taiwan issue
“with great caution”.

Mr. Trump, meanwhile, expressed

Relations at the Manipal Institute of Social
Sciences, Humanities and Arts (MISHA),
Manipal Academy of Higher Education
(MAHE), Manipal. The views expressed are
personal)

THE GIST

v

The visit was largely symbolic,
aimed at initiating a “thaw” in
U.S.-China relations after a
decade of trade war and
strategic competition, with
both sides acknowledging the
need to restore stability amid
global tumult.

v

Discussions centred on
expanding market access,
technology and trade issues,
including chips, aircraft,
soybeans, beef, and energy,
while also addressing wider
geopolitical pressures such as
the Iran crisis and the Taiwan
question.

v

Despite expectations, no major
agreements or joint statements
were signed, though both
Trump and Xi signalled interest
in a “constructive China-U.S.
relationship of strategic
stability” while key tensions
and risks of confrontation
remain unresolved.
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18m. U.S., China, and the search for stability
aﬁﬁm et 3 FeRar fr @

Mr. Trump’s first presidency initiated America’s trade war against China in 2018.
it €7 & gger Asgutcl Hrdehrer o GRIT 2018 # AR o e & faves SATIR Jarr IR o
ar|

This was aimed at decoupling the two countries from four decades of economic
interdependence, which was increasingly strained by strategic competition.

SHHT 30T QAT GRIT T TR GRIHT A Tl 3T TET 31T TREIR TXeRaT & 37eleT e 2, S
YT e FfaeaelT 3 HROT TR TATaquT gielt 31T T8 Y|

After Mr. Trump’s return as President in 2025, he escalated tariffs on China, prompting equal
retaliation from Beijing.

2025 # Irsgafd & & & 4t 7 T I o 91 Segiad Wl W Yook ToT T, Torash Tgaw 7
AfSier ¥ ofr g wfafear &

Eventually, a one-year trade war truce was announced in South Korea in October 2025
during the APEC summit in Busan — the first and only other time Mr. Trump met Mr. Xi
during the former’s second term.

37cTeT: 3reFeaY 2025 H ZTAYOT FINAT & FAT F AT APEC RIaR ol & SR1eT Teh T-
Tt SATIR ey aRme 1 ewor Y 715 — 7§ A € R A oft T g S gE wrienrer A ggelr
3R ThATT 3T Felrhicl AT

Simultaneously, cross-strait ties between China and Taiwan are under mounting strain, with
Taiwan’s pro-independence Democratic Progressive Party government facing off against
Beijing, which has become increasingly assertive about reunifying the island with the
mainland.

ary &), e 3R argare & o Getit 7 T ST R o6 8T &, STl arsarte $Y TadFar el
Serfew Wfa ardt TR & At difSier 3 8 @ 5, S gl F AEEsfH & a

Tehlhd &l &l e 318 3MTehTae gl aIAT g |

Given Taiwan’s defence ties with the U.S., any cross-strait conflict can flare up into one
involving the U.S.

AT & ARG & 1 T&T Ferehl b @ U, s o7 He-argaret Ferd ARt 1 oy Ay

QTR X HhaT &

The selection of the CEOs in Mr. Trump’s business delegation indicated that technology,
semiconductors, aerospace, and agriculture were the key focus of the trade discussions.

m@%mqﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁemﬂmmmrﬁﬁ%wﬁmmgm%
slefarhy, dfiszae, TaRIRAT AR F AR ardisit & Feg dheg A

He desperately wanted China to buy more chips, aircraft, agricultural produce, and energy.

g =g & o <ot 31fereh AT A freq, fa#ATeT, ¥ 3cure 3R St danest & @l |

Jensen Huang, CEO of Nvidia, was added to the business delegation at the last minute as
Washington sought to convince China to purchase Nvidia’s H200 Graphics Processing
Units (GPUSs) in return for easing technology restrictions.

uaﬁ%m&gwmaﬁmﬁmgmaﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmqﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ
enf&er fonam araT, Fifes aifrares et Y deheieh ufaayt 7 Ser & S vafafzar & H200
TfrE N FfaeH (GPUs) Tlie & forw TSl adar argar &l

The U.S. was also awaiting three deals — the three Bs (beans, beef, and Boeing).

AR et yoE FHsiar — i B 37147 e, die 3R aigar — ahr off sreiver o e 2

China had earlier targeted soybeans and beef during the trade war to inflict pain on the U.S.,
while purchases of Boeing aircraft had stopped since 2017 amid worsening ties.
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et & Ugel SR el & ERTeT ARG IR Eard 3Telet o fHT Fareier 3R il fovenmar s
T, STt Geelf & feresy & e 2017 F a7 FAm=AT Fr @i o 9 8 a1 Y|

Mr. Trump, meanwhile, expressed hope to usher in the “best U.S.-China relationship in
history”, even using the controversial term “G2”.

=g i, ot U 7 “5TaETT & TaASS 3ANF-NT Taer TURIT et Hr 3T g & 3R Tgt
I o TaareETg erse “G2” 1 81 39ANeT fohaT|

According to him, China had offered to buy 200 Boeing aircraft and 450-500 aircraft
engines from the U.S.

3o 31TAR, e o IARHT F 200 Fger AT AT 450-500 FarameT oter Tliest &1 yeara fear

41|

Philippines asks top court to allow

ICC’s drug war arrest of senator

The Philippines said it has asked the country’s Supreme Court to
allow it to arrest ex-President Rodrigo Duterte’s chief drug war
enforcer to stand trial in the International Criminal Court. The ICC
last week unsealed an arrest warrant against Senator Ronald Dela
Rosa, accusing him of the “crime against humanity of murder”. Arp

18M.Philippines asks top court to allow ICC’s
drug war arrest of senator

freidia @ o srgrera F rSHHE garr AT fA
o1 ger FARwarly 1 argafar Amh

The Philippines said it has asked the country’s

Supreme Court to allow it to arrest ex-President Rodrigo
Duterte’s chief drug war enforcer to stand trial in the
International Criminal Court (ICC).

Riidier a1 et o 38e qor & gt FIE A 3Ry fharg
T ag qa Tsgufcr A gad o 597 Jeur AT & 9aq@
YelcTeh I HAWTSERT AT AT Terd (FTSAIE) 7 Fohe A
T HIHAT FA o foIT FIREAR Tt 1 1A |

The ICC last week unsealed an arrest warrant

against Senator Ronald Dela Rosa, accusing him of the
“crime against humanity of murder”.

Ebola outbreak in Congo is a
global emergency, says WHO

Assocla!e! l!ess

ABUJA

The World Health Organi-
zation on Sunday declared
the Ebola disease outbreak
caused by a rare virus in
Congo and neighbouring
Uganda a public health
emergency of international
concern, after more than
300 suspected cases and
88 deaths.

The WHO said the out-
break did not meet the cri-
teria of a pandemic emer-
gency like COVID-19, and
advised against the closure
of International Borders.

The WHO said on the X
that a laboratory-con-
firmed case has also been
reported in Congo’s capi-
tal, Kinshasa, which is
about 1,000 km from the

Matter of concern: A staff member checks a visitor’s temperature,
before allowing her inside a hospital in Goma on Sunday. AFP

outbreak’s epicentre in the
eastern province of Ituri,
suggesting a possible wider
spread. Ebola is highly
contagious and can be con-
tracted via bodily fluids
such as vomit, blood or se-
men. The disease it causes
is rare, but severe and of-

ten fatal. By the WHO’s
standards, it shows the
event is serious, there is a
risk of international spread
and it requires a coordinat-
ed response.

Authorities say the cur-
rent outbreak is caused by
the Bundibugyo virus.

IS 7 ool Farg dsiex Usites 3T T
e TR aRe ardstfas forar, s 3a )
“&T & ATATAT faRIEy 3T T 3TRIT ST I1AT|

18M. Ebola outbreak in Congo is a
global emergency, says WHO

FI F saTeT IR TF dRTF marafeafa
g, WHO & &g

e The World Health Organization on
Sunday declared the Ebola disease outbreak
caused by a rare virus in Congo and neighbouring
Uganda a public health emergency of international
concern, after more than 300 suspected cases and
88 deaths.

freg TareT Warsd (WHO) = IaaR Y Hian 3R
TSI JATTST H Teh Goist AR & Sl Fatam e
YT T ITARTSEIY TIdT I ATl T

Hmmﬁaﬁmﬁam,aﬁwoﬁmmmaﬂwsﬁﬁgé%l
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e The WHO said on X that a laboratory-confirmed case has also been reported in Congo’s
capital, Kinshasa, which is about 1,000 km from the outbreak’s epicentre in the eastern
province of Ituri, suggesting a possible wider spread.

WHO & X TR gl 3 e T Trererreit Rermar 37 o T SrilareiTelT-qee AT |t 317 8, St
gt it S 7 T Tehld o by & 18197 1,000 fohel X &, ToIerdy sHeh camden Yot &1 3meiehr
I TS B

e Ebolais highly contagious and can be contracted via bodily fluids such as vomit, blood or
semen.

aNelT 3TcT TR Hehrdeh ¢ 3N Ig odl, GoT AT AR o1l AR gl & AT A § thel HeheT 1
o The disease it causes is rare, but severe and often fatal.

SEH gleT aTell STARY gofeT B, wifeheT a78iT 3R 31 SiTeTelar gl 81
e Authorities say the current outbreak is caused by the Bundibugyo virus.

31T T g § 6 adH = qaﬁqgﬁgmméswgsﬂ%l
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Diversification gains
India needs to improve export
competitiveness in terms of cost, quality
I ndia’s export performance in April 2026 has

been commendable, underscoring the at-

tempts by the government and industry to
diversify in times of crisis. Despite the various
trade disruptions, merchandise exports grew
nearly 14% in April 2026 to $43.6 billion. Some of
this, as even the Commerce Secretary has ack-
nowledged, is due to the overall rise in prices.
Another significant factor has been the increase
in the number of markets served by Indian expor-
ters. According to government data, at least 20
exporting sectors have added 17 or more new
destinations in the last year. For example, han-
dloom products are now exported to 29 more
countries than in 2024-25. The additional exports
thus generated are still small, but establishing
these pathways is vital progress. The data also
show that several of India’s key export sectors —
engineering goods, petroleum products, elec-
tronic goods, drugs and pharmaceuticals, and or-
ganic and inorganic chemicals — exported more
in April 2026 than in the same month last year.
This suggests resilience in these supply chains,
and the establishment of new ones. Another test
of the strength of India’s export growth is to re-
move the effect of petroleum products and their
inflated prices from the mix. Here, too, India has
performed reasonably well. India’s non-oil ex-
ports grew 9% in April 2026 to about $40 billion.
Notably, India’s merchandise export growth also
outpaced the growth of its imports at 9.9%.

That said, the impact of the West Asia crisis is
clear. Exports to West Asia fell by 28% in April,
following up on an even larger contraction in
March. Imports from the region, too, fell about
32%. This is a vital trade link for India and gains in
other regions are not yet enough to outweigh the
losses here. Imports of the safe-haven asset gold
jumped 82% in April, which is perhaps what
prompted the Prime Minister to urge Indians to
stop buying gold, and the government to hike the
import duty. Another highlight of the data is the
continued rise in the significance of the services
sector. The share of services in total exports has
risen to about 49% compared to 39% in 2014.
Rather than a reason for complacency, this
should make the government take note. Any loss
of a competitive edge in IT services, especially,
due to the rise of Artificial Intelligence, will be an
increasingly costly loss to India. Overall, howev-
er, the government’s push for diversification of
export destinations — including through concert-
ed activity to seal various trade deals — seems to
be bearing fruit. Now, if only it could also im-
prove export competitiveness in terms of cost,
scale, and quality, India would really become a
global contender.

ORTae got 1 15 oY)

18M. Diversification gains

Rfaefiewtor & yroa amer

e Despite the various trade disruptions, merchandise exports
grew nearly 14% in April 2026 to $43.6 billion.

fafdeet caraiReh caaenat & srasie, avdq fAaTd el 2026 # oarstar

14% §&HT 43.6 mﬁmﬁqg’amm

e According to government data, at least 20 exporting sectors
have added 17 or more new destinations in the last year.

LRI 3HTehsT o ITER, HH F e 20 foriey &1 o Mo a¥ 7 17 ar
38Q I¥F AT Igeg S T

e For example, handloom products are now exported to 29
more countries than in 2024-25.

3eTeI0T & foIT, §UahT 3caTal 1 fordel 37 2024-25 T ofell 7 29
rfere ot o fevam ST T R

e The data also show that several of India’s key export sectors —
engineering goods, petroleum products, electronic goods, drugs
and pharmaceuticals, and organic and inorganic chemicals —
exported more in April 2026 than in the same month last year.

33 Tg #f ST § 9 IR & 8 woTw oty a1 — gefiferarier aeqy,
Yo 3c91e, sl gy, vt va wEegREew aur
FTafId Td HFE TS T — o 31T 2026 F TSl IV & TAT ATE HI
et # 3fRres et famam

e This suggests resilience in these supply chains, and the
establishment of new ones.

T ST ITfcl A3 T ST &THT TAT 7S 3Tl H[GelIHT T
EYTAT T Z2Afelr B

e Another test of the strength of India’s export growth is to
remove the effect of petroleum products and their inflated prices from
the mix.

AR T AT JET T AT T Teh e I8T0T 6 § o6 38T o

YT SeUTET AT 3HT IET g PN o TG P el T AT ST
e Here, too, India has performed reasonably well.

= TeeT 7 o1 AR T Yo Aol & &l

e India’s non-oil exports grew 9% in April 2026 to about $40
billion.

R &1 A-der T 318 2026 7 9% TG STITHIT 40 IR STeR dh
q§”€r |

e Exports to West Asia fell by 28% in April, following up on an
even larger contraction in March.

Y TR 1 AT 3t 7 28% e I, ST AR 7 359 o 31w

e Imports of the safe-haven asset gold jumped 82% in April, which is perhaps what prompted
the Prime Minister to urge Indians to stop buying gold, and the government to hike the import

duty.

@Hﬁﬁ?rmmﬁ?mﬁmﬁ 82%@3}:@?, HHTT: ST HROT TTAHAT o1
AT T AT TET Se et T TG AT TUT TR & AT Yosh a7 &7
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e The share of services in total exports has risen to about 49% compared to 39% in 2014.
oot foralTer & Jaaii iy RREHERY 2014 & 39% Y JolelT ¥ TG oI 49% &1 1S &
e Rather than a reason for complacency, this should make the government take note.

Y HCHHAY ST HROT Al & T TIHR I 3H T THRT €A1 ST AT

Your avenues for
investments abroad

Over the past few years, multiple avenues have opened up for resident Indians to invest overseas;

However, each avenue comes with its own regulatory framework and limits

GLOBAL INDIAN

Joydeep Sen

ndia accounts for 3-

to 4% of global mar-

ket capitalisation. A

portfolio invested
entirely in domestic assets
is therefore structurally
under-diversified, ignoring
the other 96-97%. Global
investing is about diversifi-
cation across geographies,
currencies, and economic
cycles. Exposure to dollar-
denominated assets also
provides the benefit of
long-term rupee deprecia-
tion when you redeem and
bring the money back
home. When currency de-
preciates and you redeem
(sell) investments abroad,
it gets converted back to
INR at a higher rate.

Over the past few years,
multiple avenues have
opened up for resident In-
dians to invest overseas.
However, each avenue
comes with its own regula-
tory framework, limits,
and practical considera-
tions. Understanding these
routes is essential before
allocating your investible
capital abroad.

MFs investing abroad
The simplest route is In-
dian mutual funds (MFs)
investing internationally -
either directly in foreign
equities or via feeder struc-
ture. The MFs are regulat-
ed by Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(SEBI) and available in ru-
pees. Investors need not
deal with foreign ex-
change, remittances or
overseas accounts.

ee

Exposure to
dollar-denominated
assets provides the
benefit of long-term
rupee depreciation
when you redeem and
bring money back home.

However, there is a limi-
tation. SEBI (in coordina-
tion with RBI) has fixed an
industry-wide cap on MFs’
overseas investments — $7
billion plus a separate $1
billion for ETFs. This limit
is overall for the MF indus-
try. This has led to a stop-
start pattern - peris
when funds accept inflows,
followed by sudden clo-
sures. For investors, this
creates uncertainty.

Despite this constraint,
the route is attractive for
first-time global investors,
those preferring systemat-
ic investment plan (SIP)
abroad in rupees or not
preferring Liberalised Re-
mittance Scheme (LRS)
and converting INR to any
other foreign currency.

GIFT City products
Funds set up in GIFT IFSC
(international financial ser-
vices centre) invest directly
in global securities and are
not subject to SEBI’s over-
seas MF caps. This re-
moves the “window open-
ing and closing” problem.
Outbound products are
subject to the LRS limit of
$2,50,000/financial year.
Products available are
equity-focused funds and
fixed income funds.
Historically, GIFT City

ee

India accounts for 3-4%
of global market
capitalisation; portfolio
invested entirely in local
assets is structurally
under-diversified,
ignoring other 96-97%

products required large
ticket size. Earlier, the mi-
nimum was $1,50,000.
Now it is cut to $75,000 for
accredited investors (Als)
who satisfy some condi-
tions of net worth and in-
come. Recently, retail-
oriented products have
emerged with entry level at
$5,000. For investments
via LRS, there is tax collect-
ed at source (TCS) of 20%
on remittances above 10
lakh/year. TCS is adjusta-
ble against final tax liabili-
ty. This route is emerging
as a structurally cleaner
option for fund-based glo-
bal investing.

Direct investing via LRS
The most flexible route un-
der LRS is direct invest-
ment in foreign securities.
However, you need the
bandwidth for doing it.
You can invest in global
equities (e.g. U.S. stocks),
ETFs (equity and bond)
abroad, foreign MFs, go-
vernment and corporate
bonds (via platforms), etc.
You have to open an over-
seas brokerage account,
transfer funds under LRS,
and invest in securities of
your choice. There are In-
dian fintech platforms who
simplify account opening,
KYC and compliance. Re-

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

tail investors can begin
with as low as $100.

For LRS investments,
the forex cost (spread kept
by the bank/money chan-
ger) is often the biggest ex-
pense. No leverage, deriva-
tives or  speculative
instruments are allowed in
direct investments abroad.
Portfolio management res-
ponsibility lies with the in-
vestor. This route is suita-
ble for experienced
investors, those wanting
specific global exposures
and investors building cus-
tomised portfolios.

Global access platform

Another channel is via
platforms operating in
GIFT IFSC. These offer ac-
cess to multiple global mar-
kets, stocks, ETFs, deriva-
tives, currencies and
bonds. A notable feature is
the ability to invest via in-
struments representing fo-
reign securities such as re-
ceipts linked to U.S. stocks.
It combines global expo-
sure with Indian regulatory
familiarity. However, it is
evolving in terms of retail
adoption and awareness.

Conclusion
The choice of the route for
global investments de-
pends on investment size,
comfort with foreign ex-
change and compliance,
desire for control vs. dele-
gation, time horizon and
sophistication. The real
challenge is not access, but
selection of the right route,
managing costs, com-
pliance and aligning expo-
sure with portfolio goals.
(Joydeep Sen is a corpo-
rate trainer (financial mar-
kets) and author)
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18M. Your avenues
for investments
abroad
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e The simplest route
is Indian mutual funds
(MFs) investing
internationally either
directly in foreign equities
or via feeder structure.
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e The MFs are

regulated by Securities
and Exchange Board of

India (SEBI) and available
in rupees.
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e Investors need not
deal with foreign exchange,

remittances or overseas
accounts.
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e However, there is a
limitation.
gTelifen, 3T T T &1

e SEBI (in
coordination with RBI) has
fixed an industry-wide cap
on MFs’ overseas
investments — $7 billion
plus a separate $1 billion
for ETFs.
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e Despite this constraint, the route is attractive for first-time global investors, those preferring
systematic investment plan (SIP) abroad in rupees or not preferring Liberalised Remittance
Scheme (LRS) and converting INR to any other foreign currency.

38 HIAT & TTaSlE, I§ AT TEoll TR A12ae A et aTal, T 7 TS THE et arelt
aur faatersss e e (Ta3med) & dgd faeel a1 # aRads & == ardt & fow
RS B

GIFT City products
free fRé 3eurg

e Funds set up in GIFT IFSC (international financial services centre) invest directly in global
securities and are not subject to SEBI’s overseas MF caps.
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e This removes the “window opening and closing” problem.
SO “Golol 3R e glet arelt 21" T TAEIT FHATS 81 Sl 8|
e Outbound products are subject to the LRS limit of $2,50,000/financial year.
facelt faaer 3cure wfer faer a 2,50,000 sferR S va3mRed HiaT & 37101 g 2
e Products available are equity-focused funds and fixed income funds.
IS 3caTel 3 STFaer MR thg 3R fheres geiehat hs enfae &1
e Historically, GIFT City products required large ticket size.
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e Earlier, the minimum was $1,50,000.
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o Nowitis cut to $75,000 for accredited investors (Als) who satisfy some conditions of net
worth and income.
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e Recently, retail-oriented products have emerged with entry level at $5,000.
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e Another channel is via platforms operating in GIFT IFSC.
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Tough to Blan for this trip

Q: What is the best way
to get to the moon
from the earth?
A: There is no one ‘best’
way to reach the moon
because space travel
always trades off
between time, fuel, and payload mass.

If a mission carries a human crew,
mission designers will prioritise speed to
minimise the astronauts’ exposure to
space radiation, at the expense of
burning more fuel. Conversely, a robotic
cargo mission can take a longer, more
winding path to save fuel and carry
more mass. Missions have different
goals and budgets, so the ‘best route’
depends on what the spacecraft is
carrying and how quickly it needs to
travel.

A recent study by researchers from
Brazil, France, and Portugal, published
in Astrodynamics, has reported a new
‘best’ route while reducing fuel use.
Using a mathematical tool called theory
of functional connections (TFC), they
used the L1 Lagrangian point —a
strategic point located between the
earth and the moon — as the route’s
midpoint.

Then they designed a trajectory where
a spacecraft would flyby the moon to
reach an orbit around the L1 point,
before making a final descent to the
moon’s surface. To move the spacecraft,
the team took advantage of invariant

Former ISRO chairman K. Sivan explains the
Chandrayaan 2 moon-landing process, which
Chandrayaan 3 used successfully. FILE PHOTO

manifolds, which are like natural
gravitational currents in space. Using
TFC, the team was able to evaluate tens
of millions of potential paths to find the
most efficient one.

According to the team’s results, the
new route can reduce fuel use by at
least 58.8 m/s compared to previous
options. On the other hand, it takes
nearly 32 days to get to the moon.

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

18M. Q: What is the best way to
get to the moon from the earth?
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e A: There is no one ‘best’ way to
reach the moon because space travel
always trades off between time, fuel,
and payload mass.

3 ﬁmaﬁqgwaﬁmaﬂéum
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e |f amission carries a human
crew, mission designers will prioritise
speed to minimise the astronauts’

exposure to space radiation, at the
expense of burning more fuel.
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e Conversely, a robotic cargo
mission can take a longer, more winding
path to save fuel and carry more mass.
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e Missions have different goals and budgets, so the ‘best route’ depends on what the
spacecratft is carrying and how quickly it needs to travel.

TARET & 32T 3R Fo7T 9T-319T 21 §, SHfoT ‘Hafad AT 38 a1d W FeR Farg &
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e A recent study by researchers from Brazil, France, and Portugal, published in
Astrodynamics, has reported a new ‘best’ route while reducing fuel use.

STSter, I 3R TATTeT o AMersheil3i GarT Astrodynamics & YerTRId Teh gierdT 3Teaae o
%uﬁaﬁrwa#mmgtrww‘m’faw A gEdd R &

e Using a mathematical tool called theory of functional connections (TFC), they used the L1
Lagrangian point — a strategic point located between the earth and the moon — as the

route’s midpoint.

3egier Y %ﬁammeﬂ(wqm?mumﬂwmg@ L1
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e Then they designed a trajectory where a spacecraft would flyby the moon to reach an orbit
around the L1 point, before making a final descent to the moon’s surface.

SE STE; Ieglel AT FEIT T AR Feha TSt Teh 37Tt J1eT e o feiehe & e gU L1 fiig
o TRT 3R el & g, AR TR HATAH 3T el §U gl i Tefg TR S|
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To move the spacecraft, the team took advantage of invariant manifolds, which are like
natural gravitational currents in space.

3ATET ITeT T T el & oIT I o FeTaRue Afwlegq 1 39T foham, S 3arer &
STepTcteh Jecalar YR & HATA HRI H:d B

Using TFC, the team was able to evaluate tens of millions of potential paths to find the most
efficient one.

TFC T 39T X §U E o1l 1A AT 7 Fedichel It 7 TETH §$ i Ty 3105
G&T AT T AT [T ST Heh |

According to the team’s results, the new route can reduce fuel use by at least 58.8 m/s
compared to previous options.

aﬂa:qﬁmﬁasw,ugmmqja?ﬁﬁwq%@rwﬁwﬁws&s m/s de ST
T GI T A I TohdT g
On the other hand, it takes nearly 32 days to get to the moon.
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The predictability pandemic: how your
keyboard is stealing the soul of language

Predictive keyboards, Al systems are not just helping us communicate faster; they may slowly shape how humans think and write; as people select

rather than construct language. the diversity and unpredictability that give communication its human ‘soul risk shrinking into statistical averages

Saumya

ype “I feel...” on your phone.
Before you finish the sentence,
three suggestions may appear:
happy, sad, tired. Your
keyboard is already guessing how the
sentence might end. Predictive keyboards
today do far more than correct spelling.
Systems like Gboard or Microsoft SwiftKey
are trained on massive language data,
looking at patterns across billions of
sentences to suggest the most likely next
word. In a way, your phone is not just
fixing your sentence; it is completing it.

At first, this feels harmless, even
helpful. You type faster, and
conversations flow easily. But if you
pause, an uncomfortable question
emerges: Are these tools just helping us
communicate, or are they slowly shaping
how we think as well? The relationship is
not one-sided. While we train these
systems with our words, by using them
every day, we might also be letting them
train us back.

Humans have always been looking to
outsource thinking, a concept
psychologists call cognitive offloading. We
shift mental effort to tools around us like
calculators for math, GPS for routes, and
search engines for facts.

Consequently, instead of remembering
everything, we remember where to find
it. A study by Betsy Sparrow, a psychology
professor at Columbia University, in 2011
showed that when people knew
information would be saved, they were
less likely to remember the information
itself, focusing instead on its location.
This became known as the “Google
Effect”

Now, apply this to language. Forming a
sentence involves searching your
memory, choosing words, and arranging
them carefully to convey what we
intended. It is an active, constructive
process. Increasingly now, we just look at
suggestions on a phone screen and let
them complete our thoughts and

sentences. The effort has shifted from
creating to selecting.

This might seem like a small change,
but the brain does not treat repetition as
small. Through neuroplasticity, the brain
physically changes based on what it
repeatedly does. A famous study by
Neuroscientist Eleanor Maguire looked at
London taxi drivers who had to memorise
complex street maps. Over time, the part
of their brain linked to spatial memory
actually grew larger, meaning their daily
practice reshaped their physical biology.

The same pattern appears everywhere,
from musicians to mathematicians. What
you practice, your brain strengthens. If
we slowly practice selecting words instead
of constructing them, we must wonder
what kind of brain patterns we are
strengthening. These systems do not
understand meaning; they work on
probability. They analyse datasets to learn
which words usually follow others,
suggesting what is most common,
expected, and average.

This is where something subtle begins
to happen. Common phrases appear
more often, while unusual or creative
ones appear less. If millions of people
keep selecting the same suggestions,
language starts moving toward those
patterns, not because we are forced to,
but because it is easier and faster.
Humans have always picked up language
from their surroundings, borrowing
phrases from books or memes. However,
there is a difference here. While we
debate how Al is trained on our data, we
often ignore how we are being trained in
return.

Every time we accept a suggestion, we
are exposed to specific patterns and
sentence flows. Over time, these patterns
settle into how we naturally write. This
could explain why human-written text is
increasingly flagged as Al-generated. It’s
not always that the tool is wrong but that
human writing is starting to resemble the
machine’s statistical averages. The gap
between how machines write and how

humans write is shrinking.

This matters because language is not
just for communication. It shapes how we
think and understand the world. Take
emotions, for example. Research by
psychologist Lisa Feldman Barrett shows
that people who can distinguish between
specific emotions like feeling
“overwhelmed” versus just “sad” are
better at regulating them. This is called
emotional granularity. More words mean
more clarity. Yet, predictive systems
suggest simpler, high-probability phrases
like “I'm fine” or “I'm okay.” If we choose
these more often because they are right
there, our emotional vocabulary may
shrink. And when vocabulary shrinks, our
thinking shrinks with it.

Words are tools for thought. If you only
have a few words, you can only make a
few distinctions. Subtle differences blur
together, and complex feelings become
harder to explain, even to yourself. This
also affects our outward communication.
When everyone uses similar words and
structures, conversations may become
smoother, but they also become flatter.
Nuance is reduced, and it becomes
harder to express unique disagreement
because language becomes more general
and less precise.

Writing has always been a way for
people to leave a signature of themselves.
You could tell who wrote something just
by the rhythm of their prose. But if
suggestions nudge us toward the same
patterns, those unique edges soften.
There is also a cultural layer to consider.
Language carries identity, slang, regional
phrases, and personal quirks reflecting
where we come from. Systems trained on
global datasets favour what is most
common across the majority. Less
common expressions appear less often,
and local diversity in language might
become less visible in everyday life.

None of this happens overnight. It is
slow and almost invisible, which makes it
easy to ignore. It is also important to stay
balanced; language has always evolved

with technology. The printing press
standardised spelling, and the typewriter
shaped sentence structure. Predictive Al

may just be the next step in this evolution.

However, the scale is different. For the
first time, billions of people are in a
constant, daily conversation with systems
that learn from them and instantly
suggest language back.

This brings us to a technical warning
known as “Model Collapse.” As more
Al-generated text fills the internet, future
models are trained on that synthetic,
average data. If humans also start writing
like the models to save time, we enter a
loop of diminishing returns where the
diversity of the dataset shrinks. If we
optimise entirely for speed, we might
accidentally delete the unpredictability
that makes human communication
valuable.

Language is how we think, remember,
and feel. Predictive systems make life
easier, but they also create a feedback
loop where we train the machine and the
machine shapes us back.

We should treat predictive text like a
“suggested route” rather than a
mandatory path. We need to maintain a
critical “scientific temper,” as suggested
by the principles of staying curious and
analytical about the tools we use. Science
communication isn’t just about making
things simple, it’s about making them
clear without losing the complexity of the
human experience.

If we let our language converge to the
point of total predictability, we aren’t just
making writing faster; we’re blurring the
line between who is teaching whom. Are
we training the Al to be more human, or
is the Al training us to be more like a
model? In that blur, the most important
thing we can hold onto is the
“low-probability” word, the one the
keyboard didn’t see coming. That is
where the soul of communication lives.
(Saumya is an undergraduate student at
Plaksha University majoring in Computer
Science and artificial intelligence)

18M. The predictability pandemic: how your keyboard is stealing the soul of
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Predictive keyboards today do far more than correct spelling.
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e Systems like Gboard or Microsoft SwiftKey are trained on massive language data, looking
at patterns across billions of sentences to suggest the most likely next word.
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Through neuroplasticity, the brain physically changes based on what it repeatedly does.

FIACATECTAET o ATETH § ATETSh 37 AT & IR W HifTeh T  deoldl § ol a8 TR-GR

RGN
A famous study by Neuroscientist Eleanor Maguire looked at London taxi drivers who had
to memorise complex street maps.
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Over time, the part of their brain linked to spatial memory actually grew larger, meaning their
daily practice reshaped their physical biology.
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The same pattern appears everywhere, from musicians to mathematicians.
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What you practice, your brain strengthens.
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Research by psychologist Lisa Feldman Barrett shows that people who can distinguish
between specific emotions like feeling “overwhelmed” versus just “sad” are better at
regulating them.
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This is called emotional granularity.

3Y HTaeTeHF EHAAT (Emotional Granularity) Sgr STl &1

We need to maintain a critical “scientific temper,” as suggested by the principles of staying
curious and analytical about the tools we use.

B 379 3TN T ST aTel ST o it ST 3R FaReIvuTcssh el Tgot o Taetidr &
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Science communication isn’t just about making things simple, it's about making them clear
without losing the complexity of the human experience.
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Europe-China mission to probe how
earth fends off raging solar winds

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

A joint European-Chinese
spacecraft is set to blast off
on Tuesday to investigate
what happens when ex-
treme winds and giant ex-
plosions of plasma shot out
from the sun slam into the
earth’s magnetic shield.

Particularly fierce solar
storms can knock out satel-
lites and threaten astro-
nauts — and create colour-
ful auroras in the skies of
northern and southern
latitudes.

To find out more about
this little-understood space
weather, the van-sized
SMILE spacecraft is tasked
with making the first-ever
X-ray observations of the
earth’s magnetic field.

The spacecraft is sche-
duled to launch on a Ve-
ga-Crocket at 0352 GMT on
Tuesday from Europe’s
spaceport in Kourou,
French Guiana, on the

b

The Smile spacecraft in preparation for liftoff at Europe S spaceport

in Kourou, French Guiana. AFP

northeastern coast of
South America. Lift-off was
originally planned for April
9, but was postponed due
to a technical issue.

SMILE — or the Solar
Wind Magnetosphere Io-
nosphere Link Explorer —
is a joint mission between
the European Space Agen-
cy (ESA) and the Chinese
Academy of Sciences.

“What we want to study
with SMILE is the relation-

ship between the earth
and the sun,” explained
Philippe Escoubet, an ESA
scientist working on the
project.

Solar wind is a stream of
charged particles shot out
from the sun. Sometimes
this wind is kicked up into
a huge storm by massive
eruptions of plasma called
coronal mass ejections.

Hurtling at around two
million kilometres an hour,

these powerful blasts take
a day or two to reach the
earth. When they arrive,
the earth’s magnetic field
acts as a shield, deflecting
most of the charged parti-
cles. However, during par-
ticularly intense events,
some particles can pene-
trate the atmosphere,
where they have the poten-
tial to take out power grids
or communication net-
works. They also create
dazzling auroras known as
the northern or southern
lights.

The spacecraft will ob-
serve this phenomenon
from several important lo-
cations, including the mag-
netopause — where the
magnetic shield deflects
solar particles.

It will also soar above
the earth’s poles, where X-
ray photons are visible, ac-
cording to Dimitra Kou-
troumpa of France’s CNRS
institute who is working on
the mission.

18M. Europe-China mission to probe how earth fends o raging solar winds
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e Ajoint European-Chinese spacecraft is set to blast off on Tuesday to investigate what
happens when extreme winds and giant explosions of plasma shot out from the sun slam into
the earth’s magnetic shield.
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ST FF & Toehotel arell ot gaTv 3R Colfe AT & faemTel faewhie el il Jaehld aTel & Thdiel & ar
FATEIAT S

e Particularly fierce solar storms can knock out satellites and threaten astronauts — and
create colourful auroras in the skies of northern and southern latitudes.

Ty & & i AR THTT STaTET b1 AT Y Fehd & 3R 3afer ATt & forw TerT oot Tt
& — amer & 38y 3% EfErol aramieit & 3meRrer #F T9T-faEY 3IRRT off YT e T &
e To e+ nd out more about this little-understood space weather, the van-sized SMILE

spacecraft is tasked with making the first-ever X-ray observations of the earth’s magnetic
field.

g S HST a0 aAfeT JEH & I F 310 FeTe & fv, 3 & 3R & SMILE 3iaieT It
T G2l & YT &1 T Tgoll IR TFH-Y T ellehel hial T IR AT a7 8|

e The spacecraft is scheduled to launch on a Vega-C rocket at 0352 GMT on Tuesday from
Europe’s spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana, on the northeastern coast of South America.
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g 3T FTeT HITTGR T 0352 GMT WR STETUT AT oh ITR-YdT e TR Fyd %, e qmar
T & 3HAReT g & Ja-H Fave garT vaifid foar smeam

e Lift-oe was originally planned for April 9, but was postponed due to a technical issue.
TEOT el & U 9 375l bl TR AT, wHfehet Tehatichl HHEAT 3 HROT 58 TN T 71 I12m|

e SMILE — or the Solar Wind Magnetosphere lonosphere Link Explorer — is a joint
mission between the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.

SMILE — 31Ty Hier s H7aeIehRR SaeehRR fole veraedy — U sfafer ool
(ESA) 3R et forater srapterst b1 dgerct favert ¥

o  “What we want to study with SMILE is the relationship between the earth and the sun,”
explained Philippe Escoubet, an ESA scientist working on the project.

“GH SMILE & ATed# & g2t 3R T & ST e &7 38T e ared 8, IR o Hr
&Y & ESA daieieh fbfara vegma =1 e

e Solar wind is a stream of charged particles shot out from the sun.
R 9 G I foieholsl aTel 3MATRIT Uil hr Teh &R gIclT &

e Sometimes this wind is kicked up into a huge storm by massive eruptions of plasma called
coronal mass ejections.

Fa-well Ig g ToleAT & TAemer TATwier, o PR AT SAFUAT Fel ST 8, 3 PRUT Teh
T3 I H TGl AT ¥

e Hurtling at around two million kilometres an hour, these powerful blasts take a day or two to
reach the earth.

ST 20 A fhellATey 9 6 Y 1T F Tkt arer I AfFTRMel fAFpre et T Igae 7 U
ar ey feet o 81

e When they arrive, the earth’s magnetic field acts as a shield, deflecting most of the charged
particles.

a-q'irt[aa’rwqgaﬁ%,mgzawﬂaﬁwmmaﬁmmqﬂm%ﬁ?m%mﬁ%
HUT T AN AT R |

e However, during particularly intense events, some particles can penetrate the atmosphere,
where they have the potential to take out power grids or communication networks.

gTeliieh, 3cafeieh g T3t & GRIeT S HoT YA H Fa X el &, T foisrelr fars ar
HAR Acdeh FeIfad & ehdl o
e They also create dazzling auroras known as the northern or southern lights.

¥ 39 a7 ol AT & FT 7 FTeY ST aTer THSER IRRT 37 3cqeeT i &

o The spacecraft will observe this phenomenon from several important locations, including the
magnetopause — where the magnetic shield deflects solar particles.

TE IATRET ATl SH T T Hdcllehal S Hecaqul TUTAT & T, [T Avaeidier o afdier &
— STgT Y1 el | ol 1 #His &l &
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This aerial photo taken on April 29, 2026
shows a rescued humpback whale in a
special barge along the Danish coastline
enroute back to the North Sea after it
beached on a sandbank near the city of

™ taken on April 29, 2026 she

sandbank near the city of Luebeck, in late March. AFp

tothe North Sea after

Luebeck, in late March.
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Kingpin of India-Myanmar drug syndicate arrested by NCB in Delhi
HRA-FIAR 3o fATSFe F1 aweren Reelt 7 v gart fRFar

Kingpin of India-Myanmar drug
syndicate arrested by NCB in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) has arrested
the kingpin of one of the
biggest transnational drug
trafficking networks oper-
ating along the India-Myan-
mar border.

In a statement on Sun-
day, the NCB said Thachin-
tuang, also known as Chin-
tuang and Tluanga, was
caught in Delhi recently
following surveillance, in-
telligence gathering, inter-
state coordination, and fol-
low-up operations.

“Chintuang emerged as
one of the most significant
traffickers operating along

the Myanmar-Mizoram-
Manipur-Assam-Tripura
corridor and was identified
as a major international
supplier of methampheta-
mine and heroin operating
from Myanmar,” an NCB of-
ficer posted in the north-
east said.

Chintuang was wanted
in multiple cases regis-
tered under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act by
the NCB and several drug
law enforcement agencies.

Identifying associates

“Investigations indicate his
involvement in illicit drug
trafficking networks va-
lued at approximately %115

crore. He is linked to seven
NDPS cases connected
with the Myanmar-Mizo-
ram-Tripura/Assam corri-
dor and is also suspected
in five additional cases as-
sociated with the Myan-
mar-Manipur-Assam
route,” the NCB statement
read.

During the investiga-
tion, the NCB identified
and apprehended several
syndicate members and
close associates of Chin-
tuang. Among them,
Vungkhanthawna, identi-
fied as a close associate
and key facilitator, played a
major role in coordinating
movement and delivery of
narcotic  consignments

linked to the Myanmar-
based trafficking network.
The investigation re-
vealed hawala transactions
amounting to nearly ¥100
crore linked to the net-
work, following which the
matter was shared with the
Enforcement Directorate.
Properties suspected to
have been acquired
through proceeds of drug
trafficking were frozen.
“Investigation in the
cases revealed the exis-
tence of a highly organised
interstate and internation-
al drug trafficking network
extending from Myanmar
to Mizoram, Manipur, As-
sam, Tripura, and Bangla-
desh,” the statement said.

18M. Kingpin of India-Myanmar drug syndicate arrested by NCB in Delhi
HRA-FIAR 391 RAfSFe 1 wera Reeht F vadie ganr fPRwar

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Page3 7



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) has arrested the kingpin of one of the biggest
transnational drug trafficking networks operating along the India-Myanmar border.

AR Ferel s (NCB) & HRA-FITAR WAT W AlhT HGH 79 ITeRASET 3T o Ehd
sicaehi H 8 Teh o AITeAT I IRFAR fRar gl

In a statement on Sunday, the NCB said Thachintuang, also known as Chintuang and
Tluanga, was caught in Delhi recently following surveillance, intelligence gathering, interstate
coordination, and follow-up operations.

AR T ST Teh SATeT H TeTwtal & gl o ArfRreraner, Tl Rargatiar 3R a3 & ae &
8 ST ST &, T TR, GRAAT STl ST, 3eR-IeA g FHead 3R 3egddt At &
q1¢ 81T &1 & fe&eelt & gansT a1T|

“Chintuang emerged as one of the most significant traffickers operating along the Myanmar-
Mizoram-Manipur-Assam-Tripura corridor and was identified as a major international
supplier of methamphetamine and heroin operating from Myanmar,” an NCB officer posted in
the northeast said.

FINSR # AlFT T AT aEH 7 U TF & 9 H 330 3R 38 FAAR F FATford gt arer
AUTHBCTATST 3R ST & I3 AW ACARR o &9 H IgATT IAT|”
Chintuang was wanted in multiple cases registered under the Narcotic Drugs and

Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act by the NCB and several drug law enforcement
agencies.

I3 ARFIEHF $7H US BHIESH FeqcHs (NDPS) THe o clgd Tadlel 3R %S Alesh
YETY el Faclel TolTaral SaRT et S HFel 3 Fifewd 2Tl

Identifying associates

Fgafaay it ggae

Among them, Vungkhanthawna, identified as a close associate and key facilitator, played a
major role in coordinating movement and delivery of narcotic consignments linked to the
Myanmar-based trafficking network.

SoTH FIrETAYTET, S8 ST TeAl iR THW TEFeh & &9 & TGl I, o FIAR e
TR Aedeh U SfS Agsh YTt T Wl T JTaTSel 3R FSeliall & THeag H Hgeaqor s{faeH
IGEIE]

The investigation revealed hawala transactions amounting to nearly 100 crore linked to the
network, following which the matter was shared with the Enforcement Directorate.

ST & Aedeh ¥ TS TAITeaT €100 FUT < FATel AeTaeT T Gl 31T, FTas ae Tg HAHelm
Yade fAgened &1 Iiar aram|

“Investigation in the cases revealed the existence of a highly organised interstate and
international drug trafficking network extending from Myanmar to Mizoram, Manipur,
Assam, Tripura, and Bangladesh,” the statement said.

ST # gl I, “HIHel I ST 7 FIAR F o] TR, AR, 3rw#, PR 3K aanger
R thel Teh ATl TITST HAA 3R ARSI ZaT TRl sleaeh oh 31eccd T Gelrar
ga3mm”
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